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On the cover: Matt Fersch, ’06 (JD/MBA),
senior tax manager at Amazon, stands
beside a neon depiction of one of Amazon’s
key leadership principles, “Learn & Be
Curious.” Fersch wears an orange lanyard,
which indicates that he has been with
Amazon for five years.
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recognized expert on privacy and cybersecurity; David Jordan,
’02 (JD), a highly prolific patent prosecutor of patents in
artificial intelligence, including computing, human-computer
interactions and artificial neural networks; and Erin Gibson,
’03 (JD), a patent litigator representing companies in high-profile patent disputes resulting in landmark rulings. Stories of
what these alumni have done with their legal educations truly
exemplify the motto in the photograph on this magazine’s
front cover taken at Amazon’s Seattle headquarters: “Learn &
Be Curious.”

Commencment speaker
Shaka Johnson, ’03 (JD), with
Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo.

“Be positive. Be kind. Be you.”
—SHAKA JOHNSON, VICE PRESIDENT, SONY ELECTRONICS

Shaka Johnson, ’03 (JD), who has also spent his career in
the technology sector as counsel at Gateway, Sanyo, Facebook
and Sony Electronics, told our graduates at our 62nd commencement, that, as much as technical expertise, the personal
qualities embodied in the six words “Be positive, be kind, be
you” are essential to professional success.

GRACE GOODALE

W

hen I welcomed our new class of first-year law
students this August, I greeted them with a
combination of envy and wonder. I was envious,
I told them, because I recognized all the important and impactful things they could and would do with their legal educations.
And I told them I wondered just what they would do, confident that they, like so many graduates of USD School of Law,
would find varied, meaningful and, in some cases, unique ways
to use their legal educations to make our society more just and
more prosperous, and our world a better place to live.
This issue of the Advocate highlights some of the
unique ways our graduates are using their USD law
degrees to pursue careers that are truly on the cutting
edge—as high-tech changemakers, entrepreneurs and
builders of world-class companies, and as innovative
practitioners in rapidly evolving legal fields. When
you read the stories describing what Kim Koro, ’86
(JD), is doing as president of Qualcomm’s Government
Technology Division to ensure wireless security for
government operations; Denise Hickey’s, ’94 (JD), work
supporting Celgene’s advances in gene therapy; Van
Nguy’s, ’04 (JD), role in the development of self-driving
cars at Waymo; Matt Fersch, ’06 (JD/MBA), advising
Amazon on its complex and global tax issues; and Vic
Merjanian’s, ’10 (JD), entrepreneurship in developing
lifesaving emergency communication technology for the
innovative company he founded, many of you will ask
the same question I did: which of them has the coolest
job? If it is not one of them, turn to the story of our two
“high flier” alumni, Kurt Robinson, ’84 (MBA), ’87 (JD),
and Tim Goetz, ’85 (JD/MBA), who lead, as president and
CEO and general counsel and CFO, respectively, Robinson
Helicopter, the largest manufacturer of civilian helicopters in
the world. Among the many alumni who support high tech
and innovation as practitioners in leading law firms is a notable trio: Andrew Serwin, ’95 (JD), who is an internationally

)

DEAN’S MESSAGE

There are many stories in this Advocate of students and
alumni who live by these words while they follow varied paths
in achieving professional success. We see notable leaders
emerging among our current students, like Jilliane Jackson,
’20 (JD), and Kemberly Kantor, ’21 (JD/MSRE), and recent
graduates including Roger Bains, ’19 (JD), winner of a prestigious national transactional law competition, and our three
2018 Rising Star Recent Alumni Award winners, Megan L.
Donohue, Frankie A. DiGiacco and Peter Stockburger, all 2009
graduates. The message of positive thinking given to our graduates by Shaka Johnson marks the careers of both of our 2018
Distinguished Alumni Award winners, San Diego Superior
Court Judge Carolyn M. Caietti, ’83 (BA), ’86 (JD), especially
during the years she served as presiding judge of juvenile
court and led efforts to reform the juvenile justice system, and
criminal defense lawyer Knut S. Johnson, ’86 (JD), whose
career has been dedicated to serving indigent defendants.

“I couldn’t do my job if I didn’t have
a legal education.”

DIFRANCO PHOTO

—KURT ROBINSON, PRESIDENT AND CEO, ROBINSON HELICOPTER

Last year’s Advocate featured some of the many jurists who
are graduates of our law school. This year, in the Class Action
section we celebrate the appointments of two of our alumni
as the newest two magistrate judges in the Southern District
of California (Michael Berg, ’81 JD, and Allison Goddard, ’00
JD, and five new Superior Court judges, two in Los Angeles
(Jennifer Cops, ’05 JD, and Daniel Crowley, ’87 JD, and one
each in Riverside (Emily Benjamini, ’92 JD), Yolo (Peter M.
Williams, ’95 JD) and San Diego (Rohanee A. Zapanta, 98 BA,
’02 JD) counties. We also note the naming of Larry A. Burns,
’79 (JD), as chief judge of the District Court for the Southern
District of California, the first time an alumnus has held the

Welcoming the 2019
entering students.

gavel since the Honorable Judith Keep, ’70 (JD), who was
featured in last year’s Advocate. A highlight of the past year
occurred in February when Chief Judge Burns swore in Robert
S. Brewer, Jr., ’75 (JD), as the U.S. Attorney for the Southern
District of California (the third USD graduate to serve in that
role). It was a great day for recognizing the contributions that
alumni are making to the rule of law in San Diego and beyond.
The number of alumni noted in the Class Action section
for being named “top,” “best” or “super” lawyers or receiving awards for excellence in their areas of practice is a further
testament to how well we train our graduates to practice law.
But we also see how successful our graduates are in endeavors
outside the practice of law, exemplified by the promotion of
Erik Greupner, ’04 (JD), to president of business operations
for the San Diego Padres; Eugene A. Patrizio, ’95 (JD), being
named CEO of Memorial Medical Center in Modesto; the
appointment of Rebekah Goshorn Jurata, ’07 (JD), as special
assistant to the president for financial policy at the National
Economic Council; and the service of Matthew L. Abbot,
’15 (JD), as commanding officer of a U.S. Navy fleet logistics
support squadron, to cite a few other alumni beyond those in
our feature stories. Training our graduates for such a variety
of challenging careers requires that we continue to innovate

USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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“Training our graduates for such a variety of challenging careers requires that we
continue to innovate and expand our curriculum, adapt to new teaching methods
and technologies, and have the resources and facilities to stay competitive.”
—DEAN STEPHEN C. FERRUOLO

and expand our curriculum, adapt to new teaching methods
and technologies, and have the resources and facilities to stay
competitive.
At events from the swearing in of new members of the bar
to investiture of new judges, holiday parties and reunions, I
have heard many alumni echo the words of Kurt Robinson
in our feature story: “I couldn’t do my job if I didn’t have a
legal education.” Great appreciation is also repeatedly given
to beloved members of our distinguished faculty for excellent
and inspirational teaching. At USD, great teaching and great
scholarship have long supported each other. The impressive
array of recent faculty books, articles, talks and other scholarly
activities noted in the Faculty Footnotes section demonstrates

Kurt Robinson, ’84
(MBA), ’87 (JD);
and Tim Goetz,’85
(JD/MBA).
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why our faculty continues to rank among the very highest in
the country for scholarly impact (a remarkable 22nd among all
law schools by the most recent SSRN count). We are increasingly reliant on the generosity of our alumni to give us the
resources to recruit and retain faculty of this high caliber and
to support their research and teaching.
On a more somber note, the In Memoriam section records
the losses of two beloved members of our faculty: Jorge Vargas,
a specialist on Mexican law and international environmental
law, who served on our faculty from 1983 to 2016, contributing to our growing reputation in the field of international law,
and the Honorable David Laro, senior judge of the U.S. Tax
Court, who taught tax as an adjunct professor for more than
20 years and was instrumental in building our nationally
ranked graduate tax program. Among alumni, we also note
the loss of three pillars of the San Diego legal community:
Gerald (Jerry) McMahon, ’64 (JD); Michael Thorsnes, ’68
(JD); and Craig Higgs, ’69 (JD). All three were renowned trial
lawyers who became named partners of prominent San Diego
firms and always gave generously of their time, talents and
treasures to USD School of Law. What a privilege it was to get
to know each of these legends in our law school’s history. And
what a privilege it is to witness their legacy being built upon
in so many ways, including by innovative alumni pursuing
careers on the cutting edge.

Stephen C. Ferruolo
Dean, USD School of Law

Celebrating 50 Years of
Freedom of Speech in Schools

discovery

Distinguished panelists discuss Tinker v.
Des Moines at the 2019 Bergman Lecture.

BERGMAN MEMORIAL LECTURE COMMEMORATES TINKER V. DES MOINES
In February, the 2019 Bergman Memorial Lecture commemorated the 50th anniversary of Tinker
v. Des Moines—a 1969 landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision that established students’ First
Amendment free-speech rights in public schools.
The case began in 1965, when Iowa public school students wore black armbands to school in
silent protest against the Vietnam War. After being suspended by their principal, the students sued.
The case reached the U.S. Supreme Court four years later, and the justices decided by a 7–2 majority
that the First Amendment did apply to public school students.
At the USD School of Law event, Knut S. Johnson, ’86 (JD), moderated an expert panel that
included the Honorable Patricia Guerrero, associate justice of the California Court of Appeal, Fourth
Appellate District; David Loy, legal director of the American Civil Liberties Union of San Diego and
Imperial counties; and Cindy Marten, superintendent of the San Diego Unified School District.
The Jane Ellen Bergman Memorial Lecture Series on Women, Children and Human Rights is the
result of a gift from Dr. Barbara Yates, a longtime professor at the University of Illinois and a friend of
GRACE GOODALE

the late Bergman. This series is a lasting tribute to Bergman—a nursing administrator, public health
educator and family therapist with an abiding interest in human rights—and an opportunity for
members of the USD community to hear distinguished lecturers speak about timely issues.

USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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Prominent Law Professionals
Visit Campus
THROUGHOUT THE 2018-2019 ACADEMIC YEAR, USD SCHOOL OF LAW HOSTED EXPERTS FROM THE
U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE AND THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

A

ndrei Iancu, undersecretary of commerce for
intellectual property and director of the United
States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO),
was featured at this year’s USD Patent Law Conference in
March. Iancu provides leadership and oversight to one of
the largest intellectual property offices in the world, with
more than 12,000 employees and an annual budget of
over $3 billion. He also serves as the principal advisor to
the secretary of commerce on domestic and international
intellectual property policy matters. The Patent Law
Conference is an annual conference where patent scholars
in law, economics, management science and other
disciplines can share their research. It is organized by
Professor Ted Sichelman, the director of the Center for

Andrei Iancu, undersecretary of commerce for intellectual property
and director of the USPTO.
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Intellectual Property Law & Markets.
Two SEC commissioners, Hester M. Peirce and Robert
J. Jackson Jr., also visited this year. Their presentations
were hosted by Professor Jordan Barry, director of the
Center for Corporate and Securities Law and co-director
of Tax Programs, and both met with law students interested in business law.
Prior to joining the SEC, Commissioner Peirce served as
senior research fellow and director of the Financial Markets
Working Group (now the Program on Financial Regulation)
at the Mercatus Center at George Mason University. While
at the Mercatus Center, Commissioner Peirce researched
how financial markets foster economic growth and prosperity and the role well-designed regulation plays in protecting
investors and consumers while promoting financial stability
and innovation.
Commissioner Jackson has extensive experience as a
legal scholar, policy professional and corporate lawyer.
He comes to the SEC from NYU School of Law, where
he is a professor of law. Previously, he was a professor of
law at Columbia Law School and director of its Program
on Corporate Law and Policy. Commissioner Jackson’s
academic work has focused on corporate governance and
the use of advanced data science techniques to improve
transparency in securities markets. He was the founding
director of Columbia Law School’s Data Lab, which used
cutting-edge technology to study the reliability of corporate disclosures.

Film Event Highlights the Career
of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
SCHOOL OF LAW WOMEN’S LAW CAUCUS AND AMERICAN CONSTITUTION SOCIETY
PRESENT DOCUMENTARY FILM RBG
In March 2019, the School of Law Women’s Law

was elected as National Legislative Vice President

Caucus and American Constitution Society pre-

for the National Organization for Women and was

sented a screening of the acclaimed documentary

also asked to coordinate the U.S. Senate testimony

film about Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, RBG. The

for the Equal Rights Amendment. In 1972, Feigen

screening was followed by a panel discussion with

joined Justice Ginsburg as co-director of the newly

Brenda Feigen, a feminist activist, film producer

formed American Civil Liberties Union’s Women’s

and attorney featured in the film, moderated by

Rights Project. Feigen was able to inform the

Professor Miranda McGowan.

USD School of Law community about Justice

“RBG was inspirational because it presented

Ginsburg's fights and triumphs from a unique

Justice Ginsburg as a human being who has suc-

perspective, as they had worked so closely

cessfully overcome gender-based roadblocks that

together.

were more serious, but fundamentally similar to the

The 2018 documentary film was directed

ones young lawyers face today,” said McGowan. “If

and produced by Betsy West and Julie Cohen; it

she could succeed, then they can too.”

focuses on the life and career of Justice Ginsburg,

Feigen attended Harvard Law School and was
one of 32 women in a class of 565. In 1970, she

the second female associate justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court.

USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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Tax Theory
Discussion

STEVEN F. HAYWARD DELIVERS
BOWES-JAMES MADISON LECTURE
In November 2018, distinguished scholar Steven F. Hayward
delivered the annual Bowes-Madison lecture on “Justice
Without Hyphens: The Eroding Foundations of Law.”
Hayward is senior resident scholar at the Institute of
Governmental Studies at UC Berkeley and a visiting lecturer
at Berkeley’s Boalt Hall Law School. He was previously the
Ronald Reagan Distinguished Visiting Professor at Pepperdine
University’s Graduate School of Public Policy and the inaugural visiting scholar in conservative thought and policy at the
University of Colorado Boulder. From 2002 to 2012 he was
the F.K. Weyerhaeuser Fellow in Law and Economics at the
American Enterprise Institute in Washington, D.C., and he
has been senior fellow at the Pacific Research Institute in San
Francisco since 1991.
He writes frequently for The New York Times, The
Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal and other publications. The author of six books, he most recently published
Patriotism Is Not Enough: Harry Jaffa, Walter Berns, and the
Arguments That Redefined American Conservatism.
Established by civic activist Joan E. Bowes, the speaker
series brings distinguished speakers from the fields of law,
diplomacy, government and politics to USD.

8
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I

n February 2019, the Richard
Crawford Pugh Lecture on Tax
Law & Policy welcomed Lily
Batchelder to campus to present
“Optimal Tax Theory and
Distributive Justice.” Batchelder is
the Frederick I. and Grace Stokes Professor of Law at
NYU School of Law and an affiliated professor at the
NYU Wagner School of Public Service.
From 2010 to 2015, Batchelder worked for
President Barack Obama’s administration and the
U.S. Congress. At the White House, she served as
deputy director of the National Economic Council
and deputy assistant to the President. She was
responsible for tax and budget issues, including tax
reform, retirement policy and low-income benefits.
Previously, she served as majority chief tax counsel
for the Senate Committee on Finance.
Batchelder’s scholarship centers on tax expenditures; business tax reform; retirement and savings
policy; wealth transfer taxes; optimal tax theory; and
the effects of fiscal policy on economic insecurity,
income disparities and intergenerational mobility.
She is a member of the National Academy of Social
Insurance and on the boards of Tax Analysts and the
National Tax Association.
Before joining NYU in 2005, Batchelder was an
associate at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom.
She received her undergraduate degree from Stanford
University, an MPP from the Harvard Kennedy School
and a JD from Yale Law School.

F R O M L E F T: K E H AU L A N I C R O O K S ; © H O L L E N S H E A D , CO U R T E S Y O F N Y U P H O T O B U R E AU

On the Eroding
Foundations of Law

TAX EXPERT LILY BATCHELDER
PRESENTS AT PUGH LECTURE SERIES

ZACHARY BARRON PHOTOGRAPHY

LEGAL CLINICS ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR ERIC AUSTIN, ’11 (JD),
RECEIVES $1 MILLION CLUB AWARD, PRESENTED BY PROVOST GAIL F.
BAKER AND THE OFFICE OF SPONSORED PROGRAMS
Eric Austin, ’11 (JD), began working within

give students invaluable real-world skills while

the Education and Disability Clinic as well as

providing assistance to underserved members

the Landlord and Tenant Clinic while still in

of the community. Grant funding is vital to

law school. He was looking for a way to have

supporting operations and the clinical faculty

hands-on experience and to work directly with

supervise students in each of the ten client-

clients. After receiving his JD, Austin worked as

facing clinics.

a law clerk within the Interviewing Counseling

“I am honored to receive this award

Clinic, which visited community organizations

from Provost [Gail F.] Baker and the Office of

to provide outreach and legal services across

Sponsored Programs on behalf of the USD

San Diego. He became administrative director

Legal Clinics,” said Austin, who accepted the

of the Legal Clinics in July 2016 and took on the

$1 Million Club Award at this year‘s faculty rec-

responsibility of grant writing.

ognition reception. ”I appreciate the University

The $1 million in grants received was cumu-

campus briefs

Raising $1 Million for Legal Clinics

of San Diego recognizing the hard work of the

lative, spanning almost four years of efforts.

students, staff and professors at the USD Legal

Sponsors of the grants included the State Bar

Clinics to provide free legal services to those

of California as well as the U.S. Department of

individuals and families most in need in our San

Treasury—IRS. USD School of Law Legal Clinics

Diego community.”

USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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Roger Bains, ’19 (JD), wins National
Transactional Law Competition
only 24 hours prior to the
first round of negotiations.
This tight timeline pushes
competitors to devise and
negotiate solutions with
the efficiency required of
lawyers under realistic time
constraints. Previously, Bains placed second in the 2018
National Transactional LawMeet.

Students Honored for Dedication to Pro Bono Work
On May 31, 2019, students and graduates

|

The State Bar’s Wiley M. Manuel Award was given to

were honored for their

individuals who donated more than 50 hours of legal services

pro bono service at the

to LASSD over the past 12 months. USD recipients included

Legal Aid Society of

Kaitlin Amos, '21 (JD); Charles Baker, '20 (JD); Andrew

San Diego (LASSD) Pro

Brodkin, '20 (JD); Erin Cole, '21 (JD); Alanna D’Alessandro,

Bono Program Annual

'20 (JD); Kristie Espiritu, '20 (JD); Alexander Greisen, '20

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon. Each donated more than

(JD); Ashley Kearney, '20 (JD); Shivani Kumbhojkar, '17

50 pro bono hours, and many donated more than 150 hours.

(LLM); Helen Lockett, '20 (JD); Jasey Mahon, '19 (JD); Gaaret

The Outstanding Service Award was awarded to indi-

Marinelli, '21 (JD); David Martinez-Gonzalez, '20 (JD); Monet

viduals who made a tremendous contribution to people in

McCord, '20 (JD); Michael Melton, '21 (JD); Clarence Reyes,

need through the LASSD Pro Bono Program. USD School

'20 (JD); Hyla Schneir, '21 (JD); John Wagner, '17 (LLM); and

of Law recipients included Charles Baker, '20 (JD); Alanna

Samantha Young, '21 (JD).

D’Alessandro, '20 (JD); Ashley Kearney, '20 (JD); Shivani
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Melton, '21 (JD); and Clarence Reyes, '20 (JD).

USD School of Law was recognized for its commitment

Kumbhojkar, '17 (LLM); Helen Lockett, '20 (JD); David

to pro bono service and was the recipient of one of Legal Aid

Martinez-Gonzalez, '20 (JD); Monet McCord, '20 (JD); Michael

Society of San Diego’s Outstanding Service Awards.
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R

oger (Rajdeep) Bains, ’19 (JD), was awarded the
first-place prize of $5,000 in the 2019 Baylor
Law “The Closer” National Transactional Law
Competition. He was coached through the prestigious
competition in Waco, Texas, by Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo.
Only schools that have previously excelled at the
National Transactional LawMeet or otherwise distinguished themselves in transactional training are invited
to compete. Unlike other transactional law contests, the
details of the problem are disclosed to the competitors

)

CAMPUS BRIEFS

Jilliane Jackson, ’20
(JD), Holds Key Roles
in National Black Law
Students Association

J

illiane Jackson, ’20 (JD),
the president of the
law school’s Black Law
Students Association (BLSA),
is also serving as vice chair
for the Western Region of the
National Black Law Students
Association (WRBLSA).
WRBLSA, which is part
of the National Black Law
Students Association (NBLSA),
creates events for law students
and attorneys to support the organization’s mission to increase the
number of culturally responsible black and minority attorneys who
excel academically, succeed professionally and positively impact the
community.
As vice chair for the Western Region, Jackson has general
executive authority for the activities, including overseeing a job fair.
She is responsible for managing relationships that result in funding
and executing events designed to help students of color successfully matriculate through law school, pass the bar and find gainful
employment. She also serves as the internal manager of the board.
“Being a member of the Western Region board has opened up
so many doors for me,” she said. “I have the opportunity to meet
with brilliant attorneys from all around the country and make connections that I would never have the chance to if I was not in this
position. I am thrilled and honored to be able to share the connections I make with the student body here at USD and to continue to
grow in my abilities to lead and make a change in this world.”

First Student
to Pursue
JD/MSRE
Kemberly “Kemi” Kantor, ’21, is the first student
to pursue the Juris Doctor/Master of Science
Real Estate (JD/MSRE) degree, which is offered
congruently.
“The MSRE is student-centric, international
in nature and intellectually demanding,” said
Norm Miller, USD Hahn Chair of Real Estate
Finance. Students who
are interested in pursuing this degree program
must apply to and be
accepted into both the
School of Law and the
School of Business. It
takes approximately three and a half to four years
to finish the degrees. Students typically spend
their first, third and fourth years at the School
of Law and their second year at the School of
Business. Kantor chose the dual program in part
because of the networking opportunities, from
which she has developed contacts in both the
legal and real estate fields. The dual program
also allowed her to pursue the two professional
areas she has a passion for. “I find the JD/MSRE
program extremely valuable because it opens up
doors in law and real estate,” said Kantor.

USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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High-Tech
Changemakers
“Going to law school and then not ending up practicing law was the best investment I ever could have
made,” said Kimberly Koro, ’86 (JD), with a laugh.
As president of Qualcomm’s Government Technology
Division (QGOV), whose sole customer is the U.S.
government, Koro oversees a team that adapts the
larger company’s commercial innovations into stateof-the-art tools for the government’s use. “If our
partners are going to use commercial technology, they
have to understand the technology’s vulnerabilities,”
she said. Her team addresses those weaknesses and
develops solutions—such as continuous authentication with biometric features—that meet the
government’s security requirements.
When Koro arrived at Qualcomm three years out
of law school, the business was essentially a startup;
it went public in 1991. Although she served as inhouse counsel during her first decade at the company,
her learning curve was incredibly steep, in large part
because she had zero background in tech. “It was a
technical learning curve, an MBA learning curve, an
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GRACE GOODALE

KIMBERLY KORO, ’86 (JD): SOLVING
GOVERNMENT SECURITY ISSUES

BLAZING NEW TRAILS IN THE TECH
INDUSTRY IS ALL IN A DAY’S WORK FOR
THESE FIVE VISIONARY ALUMNI

operational learning curve,” she said. “Back in 1989, there
was no internet. No Google. But we had people with knowledge. I was dependent on [them] to be willing to work with
me, and they were wonderful.”
To negotiate contracts successfully, Koro recognized early
on that she had to understand what the engineers needed,
which meant not hesitating to ask questions. “It was in their
interest to educate me because an educated lawyer does a
really good job,” she said. After 10 years at Qualcomm and
proactively seeking feedback on her job performance, Koro
was presented with a career-defining choice: remain in legal
or transition into business management. Koro realized that
she gravitated toward business creation. Since then, her
singular focus has been QGOV’s future and ensuring that the
division maintains its forward momentum.
Koro admits that she never would have had the professional trajectory she has had at Qualcomm without her law
degree. Although she is no longer a practicing attorney and
considers herself more of a technologist and businesswoman,
she credits the analytical skills she acquired at USD for her
rise within the company. “That’s what helped me be successful as president of a division,” she said. “I don’t just look at
numbers and forecasting. I also analyze the environment.”

Koro’s work is not without its challenges, many of them
propelled by her desire to be a better leader. An avid tennis
player, she likens leadership to hitting through the shot, even
when you’re nervous. “You constantly have to drive faster
and harder to solve difficult problems,” she said, “so I’m
never bored. Sometimes I wish I was bored!”
Over the years, Koro has come to appreciate the importance of getting out of her team’s way—essentially giving
them room to succeed. She’s learned that being a good boss
is not about being the most intelligent person in the room.
It’s about focusing on the right things so those around you
are inspired to come to work every day and innovate. “How
do I keep remembering that ultimately I need to work on
improving my leadership so that [my team] has room to
thrive and bring all of their brilliance to the table?” she said.
“That’s much harder than looking up tech terms or giving an
opinion on a case,” she said. “It’s about people.”

“You constantly have to drive
faster and harder to solve difficult
problems, so I'm never bored.”
–KIMBERLY KORO, ‘86 (JD)
USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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“Between the germ of an idea
and selling the finished product, there is a lot of time and
money that’s invested. And the
only way to protect that time
and money is through patents
and trade secrets.”
DENISE HICKEY, ’94 (JD): OVERSEEING IP
ISSUES AT CELGENE—AND BEYOND
“Free time, what’s that?” jokes Denise Hickey, ’94
(JD), vice president, intellectual property, at global
biopharmaceutical company Celgene Corp. When
she is not managing the intellectual property legal
groups based out of Celgene’s West Coast offices
and preparing to facilitate the imminent postmerger integration of Celgene and Bristol-Myers
Squibb, her attention is focused on influencing
government IP policy around the world.
Hickey, who majored in genetics as an undergrad, continues to draw upon her expertise in
this area in her work at Celgene. She is currently
working on cell therapy, which entails removing a cancer patient’s cells, genetically modifying
them and reintroducing them armed with proteins
to help fight disease. “This ability to manipulate
our own cells is a really exciting area with a lot of
potential for cures,” she said. It’s the epitome of
personalized medicine, and Hickey clearly loves
the challenge of working with the company’s scientists on developing a complex technology that’s
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evolving as quickly as her IP team is trying to protect it and
get it approved.
It is an understatement to say that IP is critical to the
biopharmaceutical industry. “Between the germ of an idea
and selling the finished product, there is a lot of time and
money that’s invested. And the only way to protect that time
and money is through patents and trade secrets, which are
the companies’ only assets until there is a product to actually
market,” remarked Hickey. Her policy work, which involves
representing Celgene at industry organizations, entails analyzing proposed legislation and developing positions that
advocate for the implementation and enforcement of strong IP
protection laws across the globe.
Hickey credits USD School of Law, particularly the late
Professor C. Hugh Friedman, with piquing her interest in
business. “He was a fantastic teacher,” she said. “His classes
facilitated my integration into the business side of the biopharma industry and gave me the tools to better understand
and participate in the companies I’ve worked for.” As she spends
her days collaborating with scientists on finding cures and
encouraging governments to protect the IP that makes these
cures available to patients, it’s clear that her legal education has
helped her become not just a better businessperson but also a
better advocate for the protection of cutting-edge ideas.

GRACE GOODALE

–DENISE HICKEY, ‘94 (JD)

VAN NGUY, ’04 (JD): PAVING THE WAY
WITH SELF-DRIVING CARS
In 2017, Van Nguy, ’04 (JD), joined Waymo, formerly Google’s self-driving car project and now a
subsidiary of Alphabet Inc., because she believed
in the startup’s technology. “So many different
things about this technology are interesting and
transformative, but, at a personal level, I wanted
it for my mom who was elderly and illiterate and
couldn’t get a driver’s license,” Nguy said.
Although her mom never had the chance to
ride in one of Waymo’s autonomous cars before
she passed away, Nguy remains passionate about
the company’s mission of bringing self-driving
technology to the consumer market, “imagining
the freedom it would give people.”
In 2017, Waymo started its first self-driving
ride-hailing service in Phoenix. A year later, the
company launched a commercial self-driving car
service called Waymo One, allowing riders in the
Phoenix metro area to request a pickup via app.
This year, the company expanded its robo-taxi
service to include amenities such as Wi-Fi, preinstalled child seats and ad-free music streaming.
As assistant general counsel and head of IP for
Waymo, Nguy provides legal counseling across
the company’s operations, from product and
engineering to brand and marketing.
“I practice patent law, and I’ve always dealt
with new technology, but this industry is just
beginning, and society is grappling with its
impact on our laws and regulations,” Nguy
explained.
There is also a considerable amount of
competition in the space. Nguy says her team
must “think strategically about IP and anticipate
scenarios as far as 16 years from now.”

Prior to her job at Waymo, Nguy spent six years working for
Google Inc. as a senior patent counsel managing various teams of
attorneys and nonattorneys. At Google, her teams shaped Google’s
global patent portfolio as well as provided legal support to major
business lines such as YouTube, G Suite and Chrome. She was also
employed in-house at IBM Corp. and worked as an associate for an
intellectual property firm after graduating from law school.
Before she went to law school, Nguy worked as an engineer and
coder after getting a degree in physics. Although she “had never
met a lawyer,” Nguy felt firsthand the importance of understanding
the law. Her family came to the U.S. as Vietnamese refugees when
she was a toddler. Because she developed native English abilities,
she was asked to interpret the rules of the U.S. welfare and citizenship system for her family, even as a child. “Physics helped me
understand how the physical world is connected, but law helps me
understand how people are connected,” she added.
“I felt really blessed and lucky to get into USD,” Nguy said.
“Even in retirement, I’ll still be able to do pro bono work and jump
in and help on immigration and asylum cases.”
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If you ask Matt Fersch, ’06 (JD/MBA), what the difference is between working for a law firm, an accounting
firm and a tech company, he would say tax law is tax
law regardless of where you do it. But as a senior tax
manager in Amazon’s large finance department, his
work as a tax adviser is a bit more exciting than that of
most of his counterparts at law and accounting firms.
As part of a global team, Fersch is in charge of vetting all U.S. tax consequences of Amazon’s minority
investment stakes in various companies, both domestic and foreign, and the restructuring of these entities
to comply with relevant tax laws. On any given day,
he could be drafting a memo summarizing the tax

consequences of a convertible note the company received
from a domestic corporation. Or he might be discussing an
investment in India and looking at Amazon’s options for
complying with India’s investment rules for foreign governments. “When you work in-house, the business team is
your client, and your job is to mitigate tax risks and figure
out how to make it work,” he said. “Our business teams are
usually very creative, so we need to be creative as well to
support them.”
Fersch emphasizes the importance of in-house lawyers
understanding how business works and that every legal
decision could have companywide consequences. For a
company the size of Amazon, with business interests that
cover a wide swath of industries and market sectors, issuespotting could be challenging. But for Fersch, who also
earned his MBA from USD, the challenge is what makes his
job interesting: “I work with a lot of smart people, and we
have a very large tax team, so odds are that someone has
faced a similar situation before and can help out,” he said.
Fersch credits USD with giving him the skills he’s
needed to succeed. “USD Law taught me how to think critically,” he said. “I’ve landed my dream job as a result of what
I learned at USD Law.”
Aside from learning from those around him, one of the
better perks of working for Amazon, Fersch said, is wearing
jeans and tennis shoes at the office: “There is no such thing
as a perfect job, but this is about as close as it gets for me,”
he quipped.

“USD Law taught me how to think
critically. I’ve landed my dream
job as a result of what I learned at
USD Law.”
–MATT FERSCH, ‘06 (JD/MBA)
16
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LYNDSY FERSCH

MATT FERSCH, ’06 (JD/MBA): KEEPING
AMAZON IN PRIME TAX SHAPE

VIC MERJANIAN, ’10 (JD): DEVELOPING
LIFESAVING COMMUNICATION
When Vic Merjanian, ’10 (JD), founder and CEO of
Titan Health & Securities Technologies (Titan HST),
was an undergrad at the University of California, San
Diego, he came across an acquaintance who had just
tried to commit suicide. His ensuing effort to get the
student to a hospital prompted Merjanian to start
thinking about a way for people to obtain help in situations where assistance wasn’t readily available. Years
later, he founded Titan HST, an innovative two-way
emergency mass communication B2B platform.

Titan HST has about a dozen patents on file, with its
primary claim to fame being the creation of dual-channel mesh networking technology that allows phones
to talk directly to each other when Wi-Fi and cellular
networks aren’t functioning. “We’re about connecting
people when nothing else works,” said Merjanian, who
is also the founder and managing partner of law firm
Kalfayan Merjanian’s Newport Beach office.
Titan HST’s clients include some of the largest
university systems, hotel chains and hospitals in the
country. The company’s product allows organizations
to send out mass notifications to its users, similar to
severe weather alerts, and enables users to request
emergency assistance via dedicated SOS alert buttons
on mobile devices. “We have saved the lives of people
who have attempted suicide. We have prevented rapes.
We have helped evacuate people during wildfires. We
even worked in one incident when the 911 switchboard
failed,” said Merjanian.
Titan HST, which Merjanian refers to as “decentralized, crowd-sourced emergency response,” has seen
tremendous growth over the past couple of years. After
logging 62 million uses in 2017, the company grew to
200 million uses in 2018 and is currently valued at
approximately $100 million. Merjanian and his team
are now piloting a video medicine module that will
allow users to connect to medical professionals for realtime assistance.
While Merjanian’s insatiable curiosity—he reads
profusely and widely—is a key ingredient to his success, he says law school provided him with the training
to put that learning to good use. “USD taught me how
to analyze, interpret and apply all the knowledge I’ve
accumulated,” he said. “Without that, I would not have
been able to put all the pieces together to get where I
am today.”

USD SCHOOL OF L AW

|

17

Innovation in Practice
ANDREW SERWIN, ‘95 (JD): PRIVACY PRACTICE
When Andrew Serwin, ’95 (JD), started as a lawyer back when
the internet was just a virtual bulletin board, Netscape was the
only commercial browser and there was no social media. “It
was nothing close to what it is today,” he said. “Very disorganized and more of a niche than a commercial platform.”
But a few years and more than a dozen internet startup
clients later, Serwin saw a market opportunity. While other
lawyers were focused on patents, copyright and trademark
matters, and the e-commerce aspects of the internet, he
started thinking about all the online data that businesses
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were compiling and storing. “No one really knew what the
rules would be and how to regulate all these data that were
being collected,” Serwin said.
Today, Serwin, a partner and co-chair of DLA Piper’s
cybersecurity and data protection practice groups, is considered one of the leading legal experts in the field. He is the
author of two treatises on privacy and security: Information
Security and Privacy: A Guide to Federal and State Law and
Compliance and Information Security and Privacy: A Guide
to International Law and Compliance (West, 2006-2018). He
also holds advanced certifications in governance, including
as a National Association of Corporate Directors (NACD)
Governance Fellow and Carnegie Mellon University’s
Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT) certification in
cyber oversight.
As a result of his wide-ranging experience in both compliance and enforcement areas of the practice, Serwin has
attracted a diverse client base that includes not just technology companies but major entities across diverse industries.
Some of his more high-profile clients include Spokeo, CVS
Caremark and Yahoo. He is currently advising a number
of Fortune 500 and emerging companies regarding global
privacy and cybersecurity compliance. He also has served
as lead counsel in a number of FTC privacy and data breach
cases and matters before the Office for Civil Rights, making
him one of the top enforcement lawyers on privacy and data
security matters.
“I don’t get called on things that are black and white,”
Serwin said. “I play in that gray area where the law has not
fully developed yet, and I give advice based on where things
are going or where things are headed.”
In addition to his law practice, Serwin is active in helping

DLA PHOTOGRAPHER

MEET THREE ALUMNI WHO ARE RAISING THE BAR FOR THE PRACTICE OF PATENT AND PRIVACY LAW

shape cybersecurity and privacy laws through his involvement with various private-sector industry groups, such as
the National Cyber Security Alliance and National Cyber
Forensics and Training Alliance, and government task forces,
including the Governor of California Cyber Task Force.
What skills does one need to be successful in this
emerging field?
“The law is still evolving,” Serwin said, “so you have to be
able to assess risks and help clients in the absence of direct
legal guidance.”

DAVID JORDAN, ‘02 (JD): PATENTLY CLEAR
David Jordan, ’02 (JD), a principal at Fish & Richardson’s
Washington, D.C., office, is passionate about his chosen
field: patent prosecution. It’s one of the most creative and
forward-looking areas of the law, he explained, and he feels
privileged to work with people who are on the cutting edge
of innovation. And his enthusiasm for his field has clearly led
to remarkable professional success: To date, his efforts have
resulted in more than 1,700 patents for his clients.
Not surprisingly, many of these patents are for breakthroughs in high-tech fields such as human-computer
interactions, cognitive computing and artificial neural networks. In addition to his expertise in innovative computer
software, Jordan has also gained in-depth experience with
patent applications in such diverse areas as advertising, avionics, satellites and lasers.
“It’s all about the invention itself,” he explained. “That’s

what makes patent prosecution so exciting. It’s about helping people bring their great ideas to fruition, which is why I
chose this practice area in the first place.”
In fact, he said, it is the possibility of encountering ingenious ideas that thrills him most about his chosen career.
And these occasional flashes of brilliance don’t always arise
out of the tech sphere, either. In some cases, it’s the seemingly simplest concept that offers the most promise. When
asked what his favorite successful patent was for, he has a
surprising—and admittedly low-tech—answer.
“It was a device for ladies with hair weaves,” Jordan said.
“The thing is, ladies with hair weaves can’t scratch their head
where the weave is. So I helped a woman who developed a
comblike device that could get under the weave. When we
brought the idea to the Patent Office, they almost laughed us
out the door. But we got the patent, and I can’t tell you how
proud that makes me.”
Jordan did not always know he’d be a lawyer. In fact, he
spent six years with the U.S. Navy, during which time he
served overseas as an aircraft maintenance officer. Over the
years, he became increasingly interested in the various careers
that might open up to him with a JD, and he enrolled in
USD School of Law. His time there proved to be transformative; not only did he develop a passion for IP and patent law,
he credits the law school with introducing him to his wife,
Ameeta Jordan, ’02 (JD), who has also had a distinguished
career in the patents field, having worked at the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office in Washington, D.C., for 10 years.

“I play in that gray area where the law has not fully developed yet,
and I give advice based on where things are going or where things
are headed.”
–ANDREW SERWIN, ‘95 (JD)
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also manages prosecution of many pro bono patent applications referred through the Federal Circuit Bar Association
and California Lawyers for the Arts.
“At the end of the day,” he said, “I guess I just like the
idea of making things happen. Using the law to create new
things is really gratifying for me.”

ERIN GIBSON, ‘03 (JD): REFORMING AND
REPRESENTING

“I guess I just like the idea of
making things happen. Using
the law to create new things is
really gratifying for me.”
–DAVID JORDAN, ’02 (JD)

“Ameeta and I met as students in Maimon Schwarzschild’s
constitutional law class,” Jordan said, “and we were married
in the USD chapel. She ended up giving up her legal career
to support me and raise our family. Much of the success of
my career is owed to her.” Together, they are raising a family
of four children in the Washington, D.C., suburbs.
Though he left the Navy more than 15 years ago, today
Jordan still maintains connections with the military part of
his career by representing disabled veterans, on a pro bono
basis, in the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims. He
20
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As the daughter of an electrical engineer, Erin Gibson, ’03
(JD), has always been fascinated by technology. At a young
age, she promised herself she would go into a profession where
she could be at the center of technological innovation.
Fast-forward to 2009, when Gibson’s legal team won a
landmark ruling on behalf of Hewlett-Packard, kicking off
what would be significant legal reform covering damages in
high-stakes patent litigation. The case, Cornell University v.
Hewlett-Packard, changed the way federal courts calculate
damages in patent infringement cases, limiting damages to the
value that a patented invention adds to the smallest saleable
patent-practicing component of a product instead of to the
market value of the entire product. “That was career-defining
for me,” said Gibson, now a partner at DLA Piper. “I wanted
the ability to shape the laws to where they should be and
where they best reflect values in society.”
Since then, Gibson has represented other tech companies
in high-profile patent disputes. Recently, she won a defense
verdict for a tech company in a $500 million patent jury trial.
She also won a complete plaintiff’s verdict in another jury trial
on behalf of chip manufacturer Isola USA Corp. In pro bono
work, she participated as amicus in a Federal Circuit appeal
that increased benefits available to some Vietnam veterans.
She credits moot court competitions in law school for her
early success with jurors and in oral argument. “I’m fortunate
I was a member of the moot court team because I learned to
argue on my feet, and doing it competitively was an added
boost,” she said.

“I wanted the ability to shape the laws to where they should be and
where they best reflect values in society.”
–ERIN GIBSON, ‘03 (JD)

GRACE GOODALE

It also helps that she really enjoys learning about new technology. “To distill very complex technology, you must learn
how it works so you can explain it to a jury,” she said. “You
have to find a way to make technology relatable, and you can’t
forget to tell a story.”
Her advocacy on behalf of her clients goes beyond the
courtroom. With Gibson’s assistance, DLA Piper established
a scholarship at USD School of Law open to anyone who currently works or has previously worked in any capacity at a life

science, medical device or technology company. “I recognize
how hard it is to go back to school after working on a PhD or
an advanced degree in science or engineering,” Gibson said.
“I’ve met brilliant people in the course of my legal career, and
the scholarship is a way for us to give back to the university
and also show appreciation for our clients.”
She credits her training at USD for instilling a desire to
support her clients as well as the community. “Giving back is
truly ingrained within the USD community. As a beneficiary
of that generosity, I feel it’s my duty to help and sponsor fellow
professionals,” she said.
Gibson’s path to partnership in a leading law firm was
not direct. She decided to go to law school after spending
time covering courts and crime as an intern at the Cincinnati
Enquirer. “I loved that job, but I would look at the swinging
doors in the courtroom, the ones that separate the lawyers and
their clients from the gallery, and I wanted to be on the other
side of those doors,” she said. “I also knew that getting a law
degree could help me cover federal courts, politics and government at a major news outlet if I stayed in journalism.”
Had she not received a scholarship at USD School of Law,
though, she may not have become a lawyer. “My goal was to go
someplace where I could get a scholarship,” she said. “I knew
that without one, and with a news reporter’s salary, paying
law school loans could be challenging.”
As it turned out, though, Gibson’s career path radically
changed when she fell in love with the law, and specifically
with patent law and technology. “And the rest,” she added,
“is history.”
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HIGH FLIERS
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From left: Tim Goetz,’85 (JD/MBA), and Kurt Robinson, ’84
(MBA), ’87 (JD).

K

urt Robinson, ’84 (MBA), ‘87 (JD),
was the first person called on in
his first class in law school—Torts,

taught by the great Grant Morris, a distinguished faculty member since 1973 and
now a professor of law emeritus. “He kept
asking question after question,” Robinson
remembers, laughingly, though with some
evident residual PTSD. After some minutes of this, “about 80” of his classmates’
hands went up, trying to get called on, but
Professor Morris was relentless: “Put your
hands down, please. Mr. Robinson and I are
going to work this out ourselves.”
After class he was seriously ready to quit.
Fortunately, the first person he encountered
was his friend Tim Goetz, ’85 (JD/MBA),
then a 3L, who good-naturedly quipped,
“Well, that’s law school.”
Robinson’s childhood home was fairly
normal except for a couple of things, one
being a large drafting table that took up
much of the living room. Most evenings,
his father, Frank Robinson, could be found
at the table, working on designs for a small
personal helicopter. With an extensive
background in the aviation industry, includ-

Law school friends and industry leaders Kurt
Robinson, ’84 (MBA), ’87 (JD), and Tim Goetz,
’85 (JD/MBA), are changing the face of the
helicopter business

ing stints at Cessna, Bell Helicopter and the
Hughes Helicopter Co., Frank was obsessed
with the idea of producing high-quality, reliable and cost-effective personal helicopters.
Unable to interest any of his employers in
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town in a small county in North
Dakota.” Thinking he would
eventually return home, an
important consideration for

“

For
anything
you do in
business,
and every
day you’re
in business,
it’s good to
have a law
degree.”
“Safety is absolutely everything in our business,” Goetz said.

—TIM GOETZ ’85
(JD/MBA)

the concept, however, he decided he was the right person
to do it. In 1973, Frank formed the Robinson Helicopter
Co. in Torrance, California; it is now the largest manufacturer of civilian helicopters in the world. He has been
called, rightly, “a living legend of American aviation.”
To his father, “engineers were everything,” so when
Kurt decided to go to business school at USD, Frank
“thought I was taking the easy way out,” Kurt remembers.
But Frank later came around, and encouraged Kurt to get
a law degree at USD as well.
Tim Goetz’s father, like Robinson senior, also encouraged his son to go to law school. Tim grew up in “a small
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him in selecting a law school
was a change of climate. When
he visited USD, “I fell in love
with the campus,” he said. But
it was the opportunity to take
classes in both USD graduate
schools, law and business, that
closed the deal for Goetz: “For
anything you do in business,
and every day you’re in business, it’s good to have a law
degree.”
Their time in the law and
business schools overlapped
somewhat, but Robinson and
Goetz met and became fast
friends at another classroom of
sorts, O’Connell’s Pub, a lively
Irish bar beloved of generations
of USD students (and, now,
alas, closed).
Thirty-plus years later,
they’re still friends and also
an extraordinarily successful
business team: Robinson as
president and CEO of Robinson
Helicopter (having succeeded
his father in 2010) and Goetz as
general counsel and CFO, positions he was named to in 1985,
fresh out of law school.
That Goetz—with no legal
experience except as a clerk

Robinson and Goetz with the R66 helicopter,
the company’s first turbine-powered product.

“Forget pounds,” Robinson said. “Our engineers argue about ounces.”

at a small law firm—became general counsel of a grow-

in which she, eight months pregnant, had just finished her 60

ing corporation the same year he was admitted to the

hours of training.

California bar is a remarkable success story. As part of one

Cost and weight are central considerations in the design of a

of his business school classes, Goetz had written a five-

Robinson helicopter. “Forget pounds,” Robinson said. “Our engi-

year marketing plan for Robinson Helicopter, and Frank

neers argue about ounces.” But above all, Goetz added, reliability

Robinson was impressed with his work and his interest.

is paramount: “Safety is absolutely everything in our business.”

Plus, Frank had just fired his previous general counsel:

In response to the question “does your company get sued

It goes to show that one of the best attributes a young

often?” Robinson responded, deadpan, “We’re in the aviation

lawyer can have is the ability to be in the right place at the

business.” Shepherding those lawsuits and directing their defense

right time.

is Goetz’s least favorite, though necessary, part of his job. His

Robinson Helicopter today produces three main mod-

favorite? Working with the company’s 400 factory-authorized

els (the R22, R44 and R66) for a vast array of uses, such

dealers and service centers around the world. Some 70 percent of

as metropolitan police work, herding cattle in Texas and

Robinson helicopters are sold outside the United States.

herding reindeer in Alaska, and even drying cherries on

As the company leader, Robinson is focused on a world

rain-soaked trees in the Pacific Northwest. It’s estimated

of issues facing what he calls “an engineering company that

that 80 percent of TV aerial news and traffic footage

makes a complex, highly successful product.” By necessity, he

nationwide is shot from an R44 newscopter.

is conversant with the requirements of multiple domestic and

Both the R22 and R44 are used extensively for train-

international regulatory bodies—and also production, marketing,

ing new pilots, including the president of Chile and the

labor, engineering, design and budgeting. But, he said, “I couldn’t

Polish military. In her new book, Gisele Bündchen, the

do my job if I didn’t have a legal education.”

Brazilian supermodel, has a photo of herself and the R44
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ITIVE.
BE KIND.
BE YOU.

”

In his commencement address to the Class of 2019, Shaka Johnson, ’03
(JD)—head of legal at Sony Electronics—summed up his philosophy
for successful lawyering: Don’t be a jerk.

AS

vice president, associate general counsel

But when asked to give the keynote address at USD

for Sony Electronics, Shaka Johnson, ’03

School of Law’s 62nd commencement this past May,

(JD), is steeped in the world of advanced

Johnson chose not to talk about how tech has changed

technology and the thorny legal issues it can raise. And

the legal landscape. Nor did he discuss the exciting career

with a background that also includes three years on the

pathways that are now available to lawyers because of the

legal team of Facebook’s AR/VR division, Johnson is

tech boom. And he easily could have—but didn’t—share

undoubtedly one of the most tech-savvy in-house coun-

insights into the necessity of remaining nimble when

sels practicing today.

working in a field that’s evolving at breakneck speed.
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Instead, Johnson decided to focus on qualities that lawyers
of any stripe—not just ones with tech expertise—should

guideposts throughout his life, he says, informing every
decision he’s made and every relationship he’s established.

aspire to. “Be positive. Be kind. Be you,” he said. “Six simple

Born in San Diego to accomplished parents—his father

words. … By themselves, they’re just words strung together to

is a pediatrician and his mother an administrative law judge

make motivational posters and cool posts on social media.

for the state of California—Johnson said he grew up “want-

But I wish someone had said these words to me with mean-

ing to look like I was my own person.” As a child, law was

ing, background and substance when I started my legal career

the furthest thing from his mind; instead, he dreamed of

… because these six words, I promise, will help you on your

becoming Spider-Man, Michael Jordan or a fighter pilot in

journey to happiness and success.”

the Air Force. “But as you can see,” he said with a laugh,

Johnson urged the new graduates to disprove the old,

“those did not quite work out for me.”

unflattering jokes about lawyers, to bust the stereotypes that

Johnson did his undergraduate studies at Sonoma State,

lawyers are, well, not the nicest or most caring people. “I

where he majored in business and captained the basketball

know the true majority of attorneys are the most ethical, hon-

team. While there, he took a class in business law, which, he

est and giving people around,” he said. “Unfortunately, there

says, opened his eyes to the different possibilities one could

is a loud minority that creates a very different perception. …

pursue with a JD. Keen to continue his education in his home-

No matter your post-law school plans, whether you’re going to

town, he enrolled in USD School of Law.

be a criminal attorney, civil litigator, public advocate, techie,

Looking back, Johnson cites two professors in particular

or even if not working as a traditional lawyer, if you all take a

who had a game-changing impact on him. Professor Roy

deliberate approach to be part of the positive side of the nar-

Brooks, who taught Civil Procedure, “showed us how to think

rative, you can drown out the loud minority while riding the

on a different level,” Johnson said. “He’d ask questions that

wave to career and personal success.”

did not have answers, and I now have a deeper apprecia-

POSITIVE THINKING
Johnson himself may be the perfect example of how an

tion for the nuances of the law.” Similarly, Johnson credits
Evidence Professor Mike Devitt with putting “life into the
law,” making it both practical and intriguing.

attorney can thrive by taking those six simple words to
heart. Kindness, positivity and authenticity have been the

But it was Johnson’s experience on USD Law’s Mock
Trial team that enabled him to hit the ground running upon
graduation from law school. “You always had to be ready to
perform, to think on your toes about strategy, how to stay
in the game,” he remembered. “It was like being thrown
in a pool and being told to swim, as opposed to being in a

GRACE GOODALE

classroom where you learn about swimming.”

1
2
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As it turned out, one of the Mock Trial judges was Loren Freestone, ’97 (JD), at the time an
associate at Higgs Fletcher & Mack (he is now a judge in the San Diego County Superior Court).
Freestone had been impressed with Johnson’s performance and urged him to come to Higgs, first
as a clerk and then as an associate. To this day, Johnson credits USD School of Law’s robust alumni
network with helping launch his career.
After three years with Higgs, in 2006 he joined Gateway Inc. in what would become the first
of his jobs as in-house counsel at a tech company. One memory from that time especially stands
out for him: He recalls working on a case, a harassment claim, which he ended up winning for the
company. “At the end of the trial, several people came up to speak to me,” he noted. “They said,
‘Thank you for your kindness, attention and hard work.’ I realized you can be kind and effective,
and that’s what I wanted to be.”
From Gateway, he became corporate counsel at Sanyo North America Corp.; legal director at Sony

1. Alexander Chuang,
’19 (MBA), ’19 (JD);
Shayna Mohammad,
’14 (BA), ’18 (MBA),
’19 (JD); Robert Kelley,
’19 (JD).
2. Shaka Johnson, ’03
(JD); Dean Stephen C.
Ferruolo.
3. Louise Lund, ’19
(LLM); Kaitlyn Forbes,
’19 (JD).
4. Ashlee Walcott, ’19
(JD); Taylor O'Neal,
’19 (JD).

Electronics; and then associate general counsel at Oculus VR, Facebook’s virtual reality division.
“When Facebook contacted me, it was an opportunity to get behind the curtain of cutting-edge
technology,” said Johnson, who moved to Palo Alto for the three years he worked for the company. “I
grew exponentially during that time. There’s no such thing as a crazy idea there. There were signs up
around the office that said ‘What would you do if you weren’t afraid?’ It was just so stimulating.”
But when his former employer Sony called and asked him to return to San Diego as the head of
the legal department, it was too good an offer to turn down, he says, allowing him the opportunity
to live in his beloved hometown again and resume working with former colleagues. The offer also

GRACE GOODALE

underscored the importance of never burning one’s bridges, of forging connections with all kinds
of people—and maintaining them throughout one’s career.
“If I’ve learned anything, it’s that you can be nice and still be strong and do a good job,” Johnson
said. “But that’s not our training as lawyers. We’re told to be hard-asses and pound the table. We’re
taught to be sharks. But I have always believed in my core that you don’t have to be a jerk to succeed.”
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of Law faculty
is committed
to advancing
the study and
practice of law.
In these pages,
learn how our
professors are
impacting law
at national and
global levels.

Alexander published “Law & Politics: What
Is Their Relation?” in 5 EPublica 2 (2018);
“Goldsworthy on Interpretation of Statutes
and Constitutions: Public Meaning, Intended
Meaning and the Bogey of Aggregation” in Law
Under a Democratic Constitution: Essays in
Honour of Jeffrey Goldsworthy (Hart Publishing,
2019); and “Retributive Justice” in The Oxford
Handbook of Distributive Justice (S. Olsaretti,
ed.) (Oxford University Press, 2018).
Alexander’s scholarship was the subject of
a book, Moral Puzzles and Legal Perplexities:
Essays on the Influence of Larry Alexander
(Heidi Hurd, ed.) (Cambridge University Press,
2019). The book features essays from 22
leading scholars in law and philosophy from
distinguished institutions.
Alexander and the USD School of Law
Institute for Law and Philosophy hosted a symposium in May 2019 on “The Travails of Liberal
Democracy: Centralization, Complexity, Voter
Ignorance, Pluralism, and Secession.”

Scott Anders
Anders and the USD School of Law Energy
Policy Initiatives Center (EPIC), in partnership
with the San Diego Journal on Climate and
Energy Law, hosted the center’s Tenth Annual
Symposium titled “Looking Beyond Fossil
Fuels in the Trump Era” in November 2018.
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The symposium explored changes to climate
and energy policy made under the Trump
presidency. The discussion included federal
policy expanding fossil fuels under Trump, how
these policies affect California’s climate goals,
and how these policies on fossil fuels affect
pathways to long-term decarbonization.

Jordan M. Barry
Barry published “Taxation and Innovation:
The Sharing Economy as a Case Study” in
The Cambridge Handbook of the Law of the
Sharing Economy (Nestor Davidson et al., eds.)
(Cambridge University Press, 2018).
Barry presented his scholarly work in
numerous venues, including at scholarly
conferences and workshops at UC Berkeley
School of Law, Boston College Law School,
UC Hastings College of Law, the University
of Toronto Faculty of Law and Northwestern
University Pritzker School of Law. He presented
his paper “Not from Concentrate: Collusion in
Syndicated Markets” at the Washington, D.C.,
Office of SEC Commissioner Robert Jackson,
Jr., at Commissioner Jackson’s invitation.
Barry also spoke on a panel at the Southern
District of California Judicial Conference
on “Cryptocurrency, Now Coming to a
[Bankruptcy] Courtroom Near You.”
Barry organized and hosted multiple
events at USD School of Law in his capacities
as director of the Center for Corporate and

NICK ABADILLA

faculty footnotes

The USD School

Lawrence A. Alexander

Securities Law and co-director of Graduate
Tax Programs. Highlights include the USD
Law and Finance Conference (with Professor
Mitch Warachka); the Southern California
Business Law Workshop; “fireside chats”
with SEC Commissioners Robert Jackson,
Jr. and Hester Peirce; the Richard Crawford
Pugh Lecture; and with Miranda Fleischer,
co-director of Tax Programs, the Association
of Mid-Career Tax Law Professors Annual
Conference at the University of San Diego
Law School.

Perplexities: Essays on the Influence of Larry
Alexander (Cambridge University Press,
2018). His forthcoming publications include
“Affirmative Consent” in The Palgrave
Handbook on Applied Ethics and Criminal
Law (Palgrave Macmillan, 2019).

Margaret A. Dalton

Bell’s forthcoming publications include
“The Privacy Interest in Property” in
University of Pennsylvania Law Review
(with Parchomovsky) and “Reconstructing
Copyright Infringement” in Texas Law
Review (with Parchomovsky).

Dalton published “Forgotten Children:
Rethinking the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act Behavior Provisions” in 27
American University Journal of Gender, Social
Policy and the Law 137 (2019). She spoke
about her paper on a symposium panel,
“Fighting for Better Outcomes for Children,”
at American University.
The San Diego Law Library Foundation
named Dalton as the recipient of the
Bernard W. Witkin Esquire Award for
Excellence in Legal Education.

David Bowen

Donald Dripps

Bowen organized the Sixth Annual USD
Transfer Pricing Symposium, held in May
2019, which brought together top-level
transfer-pricing professionals.

Dripps published “Why Rape Should Be a
Federal Crime” in 60 William and Mary Law
Review 1685 (2019).

Abraham Bell

Robert Fellmeth
Fellmeth published Child Rights and
Remedies, 4th Ed. (with Jessica Heldman)
(Clarity Press, 2019).
Fellmeth’s forthcoming publications include “Cartel Control of Attorney
Licensure and the Public Interest” in The
English Journal of American Legal Studies
(with Hayes and Gramme).
He received the UCAN Founder’s Award
on the organization’s 35th anniversary.

Stephen C. Ferruolo
Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo (with Professor in
Residence Linda Lane) spoke on a panel at
the National Association for Law Placement
annual conference in April 2019. The panel,
titled “From Dean to Student: Perspectives
on Including PD (Professional Development
Curricula) in an Innovative 1L Practicum
Course,” addressed the law school’s innovative Experiential Advocacy Practicum
and its learning-by-doing, practical skills,
classroom approach to introduce students

Laurence Claus
Claus published “Enumeration and the
Silences of Constitutional Federalism” in 16
International Journal of Constitutional Law
904 (2018). He also published “Vindicating
Judicial Supremacy” in Moral Puzzles and
Legal Perplexities: Essays on the Influence
of Larry Alexander (Heidi Hurd, ed.)
(Cambridge University Press, 2018).
Claus presented his paper “Deciding
Distribution” at the National Conference
of Constitutional Law Scholars in Tucson,
Arizona (March 2019).

Kevin Cole
Cole published “Real-World Criminal
Law and the Norm Against Punishing
the Innocent: Two Cheers for Threshold
Deontology” in Moral Puzzles and Legal

Alexander, Barry, Brooks and Smith
Recognized with Thorsnes Prizes

P

rofessors Jordan Barry and Roy Brooks, Warren Distinguished
Professor of Law, received the 2018-19 Thorsnes Prize for
Excellence in Teaching, which is awarded annually based on a vote
of upper-division law students. The 2018-19 Thorsnes Prize for
Outstanding Legal Scholarship, which recognizes significant scholarly works, went to Professor Larry Alexander for his book Reflections
on Crime and Culpability: Problems and Puzzles (with Kimberly Ferzan,
Cambridge University Press) and Professor Steven Smith for his book
Pagans and Christians in the City: Culture Wars from the Tiber to the
Potomac (Emory University Studies in Law and Religion), which was
named to Booklist’s Top 10 Religion & Spirituality: 2018.
USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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to litigation and transactional law concepts
and tasks in their first year of law school.

Miranda Perry Fleischer
Fleischer published “Subsidizing Charity
Liberally” in the Research Handbook on
Not-for-Profit Law (Matthew Harding, ed.)
(Edward Elgar Publishers, 2018).
Her forthcoming publications include
“The Architecture of a Basic Income” in
87 University of Chicago Law Review (with
Hemel).
She presented “The Architecture of a
Basic Income” at the Basic Income Earth
Network Annual Congress, in Tampere,
Margaret A. Dalton, ’94 (JD)

Dalton Honored with Witkin Award

I

n the fall of 2018, the San Diego Law Library Foundation named Vice
Dean Margaret A. Dalton, ’94 (JD), the recipient of the prestigious
Bernard E. Witkin Award for Excellence in Legal Education.
Dalton assumed the position of associate dean in 2016 and was promoted to vice dean in 2019. Prior, she was faculty director for Clinical
and Placement Education, including 12 years as the director of Legal
Clinics. In 2003, she created the Education & Disability Clinic and
served as the supervising attorney. She teaches in the areas of special
education, disability and family law and serves on the Special Education
Advisory Committee for the California Office of Administrative
Hearings. Dalton has held positions in the Children’s Advocacy Institute
and the Patient Advocacy Program and has been a consultant for the
California Judicial Council’s Committee on Access and Fairness, the
National Association of Child Advocates, and the California Office of
Women’s Health.
“This award is well-deserved,” said Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo, who
received the Witkin Award in 2014. “Margaret has a distinguished record
at USD and is a recognized leader in the San Diego legal community.”
The Bernard E. Witkin Award is named after the legendary legal
author who pioneered the Summary of California Law.
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Finland, in August 2018, and at the National
Tax Association Annual Conference in
November 2018. On the topic of wealth
transfers, she presented “A New Look at Old
Money: Taxing Second-Generation Wealth”
at the Tulane/Boston College Tax Roundtable
at Tulane Law School in March 2019 and
“Death and Charity” at the University of
Braunschweig Conference on the Right
to Bequeath, Braunschweig, Germany, in
February 2019.
Fleischer and Jordan Barry, co-director
of Tax Programs, hosted the Association
of Mid-Career Tax Law Professors Annual
Conference at the University of San Diego
School of Law.

Ralph Folsom
Folsom published International Business
Transactions: A Problem-Oriented
Coursebook, 13th Ed. (with Van Alstine,
Ramsey and Schaefer) (West Academic
Publishing, 2019).

Dov Fox
Fox published Birth Rights and Wrongs: How
Medicine and Technology Are Remaking
Reproduction and the Law (Oxford University
Press, 2019); “Reproductive Slavery:
Thirteenth Amendment: Reflections on
Abortion, Surrogacy, and Race Selection” in
104 Cornell Law Review Online (2019); “A
Troubling Court Decision for Reproductive
Rights: Legal Recognition of Fetal Standing
to Sue” in Journal of the American Medical
Association (with I. Glenn Cohen and Eli
Adashi) (2019); “Privatizing Procreative
Liberty in the Shadow of Eugenics” in 5
Journal of Law and Biosciences 355 (2018);
“Returning Results to Family Members:
Professional Duties in Genomics Research
in the United States” in 38 Journal of
Legal Medicine 201 (2018); “Transparency
Challenges in Reproductive Health Care” in
Transparency in Health and Health Care (I.
Glenn Cohen, Holly Fernandez Lynch and

Barbara Evans, eds.) (Cambridge University
Press, 2018); and “Losing Embryos, Finding
Justice: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Personhood” in 169 Annals of Internal
Medicine 800 (with I. Glenn Cohen and Eli
Adashi) (2018).
His forthcoming publications include
“Subversive Science” in Penn State Law
Review (2019).
Fox presented “Redressing Future
Losses” at the 25th Annual Clifford
Symposium on Civil Justice on Rising Stars:
A New Generation of Scholars Looks at Civil
Justice, at the DePaul University College of
Law, as well as at the Stanford Law School
conference on Law and the Biosciences
in March 2019. He also presented
“Reproductive Slavery” at a February 2019
symposium on the 13th Amendment at UC
Irvine Law School.
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Gail Heriot
Heriot published “The Department of
Education’s Obama-Era Initiative on Racial
Disparities in School Discipline: Wrong For
Students and Teachers, Wrong on the Law,”
22 Texas Review of Law & Politics 471 (with
Alison Somin) (2018). It was recently cited
by the Department of Education in one of its
policy documents.
She published “Perceptions of
Newsworthiness Are Contaminated by a
Political Usefulness Bias,” 5 Royal Society
Open Science 172239 (with Hal Pashler)
(2018), and “The Nineteenth Amendment,”
The National Constitution Center (2018)
(with Nancy Gertner) (2018). Heriot
published “Threatening Teachers’ Ability
to Control Their Classrooms: How the
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights Gets It
Wrong on School Discipline,”Washington
Times (July 30, 2019), and “Why Routine
Federal Oversight of Local Police Should Be
Curtailed,” San Diego Union Tribune (Dec.19,
2018).
Heriot was a roundtable participant

in the colloquium “The Federalists, the
Anti-Federalists, and the Constitution
They Created,” Santa Barbara, in November
2018. She was a speaker at Alphabet Soup:
EEOC v. OCR v. DOL OFCCP, Seventh Annual
Executive Branch Review, The Federalist
Society, Washington, D.C., May 8, 2019. She
was a conference leader and organizer of the
Disparate Impact Conference, University of
San Diego School of Law, in August 2019.
This conference brought in law professors
and public interest lawyers to discuss the
constitutional and legal issues surrounding
disparate impact standard in civil rights law.
Heriot also gave a talk at an October 2018

Dov Fox

Fox Publishes Book Examining the Rights
and Wrongs of Reproduction and the Law

I

n July 2019, Professor Dov Fox published Birth Rights and Wrongs:
How Medicine and Technology Are Remaking Reproduction and the
Law. The book details an eye-opening analysis of reproductive negligence and gives voice to the many lives it upends each year. This
novel architecture doesn’t just force citizens and courts to rethink
the controversies of our time. It equips us to meet the new challenges—from womb transplants to gene editing—that lie just over
the horizon.
Fox teaches specialized courses in his areas of expertise: health
law and bioethics. He is a regular columnist for The Huffington
Post and contributor to the Bill of Health blog. Fox is the author of
more than 50 scholarly articles in leading journals of law, medicine
and ethics. His scholarship has been featured in The Atlantic, The
Washington Post, The New York Times, “CBS This Morning,” “NBC
Nightly News” and the “Today Show.” Fox also serves as the director
of the Center for Health Law Policy and Bioethics, established as the
first of its kind in Southern California to provide an interdisciplinary
and interinstitutional forum to address challenging ethical, legal and
policy issues and to support research, education and policy reform.
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Adam Hirsch
Hirsch’s forthcoming publications include
“Technology Adrift: In Search of a Role for
Electronic Wills” in 61 Boston College Law
Review.

Ariel Jurow Kleiman
“Low-End Regressivity” is being published in
the 2018-19 edition of the Tax Law Review, a
faculty-edited journal.
Jurow Kleiman’s forthcoming publications include “Tax Limits and the Future
of Local Democracy” in 133 Harvard Law
Review (2020).
Jurow Kleiman presented her paper “Tax
Limits and the Future of Local Democracy”
to the UC Hastings Tax Concentration in
October 2018, at the Loyola Law School Tax
Jordan Barry

Barry, Rappaport and Sohoni Receive
USD Honors, Professorships

A

mong the law professors selected as recipients of the 2019-20
USD faculty awards are Jordan Barry, who was named University
Professor; Michael Rappaport, named Class of 1975 Endowed
Professor; and Mila Sohoni, named Herzog Endowed Scholar.
The University Professor award is the highest academic honor
bestowed university-wide at USD and recognizes outstanding scholarly
achievements in teaching and research. The Class of 1975 Endowed
Professorship, created by the class as its 25-year reunion gift to the law
school, recognizes meritorious teaching, leadership and academic work
of a School of Law professor. The Herzog Endowed Scholar award recognizes the meritorious teaching and scholarly productivity of a School
of Law professor.
The awards were bestowed at the Fall Convocation in 2019.
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Policy Colloquium in November 2018, the
National Tax Association annual meeting in
November 2018, the Association of American
Law Schools annual meeting in January 2019
and the Pepperdine Law School Tax Policy
Colloquium in January 2019. She presented
her paper “The Rise of Predatory Government
Fees” at the 2019 Critical Tax Conference in
April 2019 and the Law & Society Annual
Meeting in May 2019.
Jurow Kleiman was a guest lecturer at
Stanford Law School in April 2019, in a course
titled Current Issues in Tax Practice.

Linda Lane
Lane recently began serving a two-year term
as president of the Legal Aid Society of San
Diego Board of Directors. She has been a
member of the Legal Aid Society Board of
Directors since 2012. Lane is the Annsley and
George Strong Professor in Residence for Trial
Advocacy and the director of the USD School of
Law first-year legal program, the Experiential
Advocacy Practicum. Lane serves as a Master
in the Welsh Inn of Court and teaches with the
National Institute of Trial Advocacy.

William Lawrence
Lawrence published Understanding Negotiable
Instruments and Payment Systems, 2nd Ed.
(Carolina Academic Press, 2019).

Herbert Lazerow
Lazerow published “Uniform Interpretation
of the Convention on Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods (CISG)” in The
International Lawyer summer 2019 issue.

Mark Lee
Lee published ”The Regulatory Ratchet: Why
Regulation Begets Regulation—Fatal Flaw in
the Market for Health Care” in 87 University of
Cincinnati Law Review 723 (2018).
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symposium at Georgia State University titled
“The Swing Justice: Reflections on the Career of
Justice Anthony Kennedy.”

USD School of Law
Announces $1M Gift
to Establish Women’s
Legal Clinic

USD

School of Law has
received a gift for
$1 million to establish a Women’s
Legal Clinic. The gift was arranged by
Una Davis and alumnus Jack McGrory,
’81 (JD), through an anonymous donation from a charitable estate making
gifts in Southern California.
This new Women’s Legal Clinic
will launch in January 2020 and
initially focus on serving family law
needs, including domestic violence
restraining orders, child custody
and dissolution. The Women’s Legal
Clinic joins the 10 direct clientservice clinics that USD School of
Law currently offers to the San Diego
community.
“We are delighted to receive this
gift, which will expand our clinical
offerings and meet the legal needs of
women, men and families who are the
victims of human trafficking,” said
Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo. “Thanks
to Una Davis and Jack McGrory for
making this possible.”

UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO SCHOOL OF LAW

LEGAL CLINICS

The USD School of Law Legal Clinics have a long history of
successfully preparing law students to become practice-ready
while serving the legal needs of the indigent and underserved
populations of San Diego County.

In the past year, the USD Legal Clinics closed
over 400 cases while providing more than 16,000
hours of free legal services to the community.

Legal Clinics

Established in 1971 as a student volunteer
project, the Legal Clinics are now a key
component of the School of Law experiential
education program. In addition to the free
legal services the Legal Clinics offer the San
Diego community, the Legal Clinics also provide
law students with exceptional real-world legal
training and a foundation of ethical lawyering.

• Education and
Disability

• Appellate
• Civil

• Entrepreneurship
• Federal Tax
• Immigration
• State Income Tax
• State Sales and Use Tax
• Veterans
• Workers’ Rights

ANNOUNCING:

Women’s Legal Clinic 2020
Launching in January 2020, the Women’s Legal Clinic will
initially focus on serving the family law needs of survivors of
human trafficking including domestic violence restraining
orders, child custody and dissolution matters.
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In the News:
Professor
Orly Lobel
Named Warren
Distinguished
Professor of Law
First awarded
in the 1995-96
academic year,
the Warren
Distinguished
Professor of Law
is a permanent
honor accorded
to select members
of the faculty. It
provides funds
for research and
professional
development in
recognition of an
extensive record
of outstanding
productivity.
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Lisa Ramsey

Lobel published “Platform Market Power”
in 32 Berkeley Technology Law Journal 1051
(with Bamberger) (2018); “Between Quality
Control and Employee Control: Work Status
on the Digital Platform” in Florida Law Review
(2018); “Poor Consumer(s) Law” in Legal
Applications of Marketing Theory (with Yuval
Feldman and Samuel Becher) (Jacob Gerson
and Joel Steckel, eds.) (2019); Gentlemen Prefer
Bonds: How Employers Fix the Talent Market,
New Directions in Antitrust Law Symposium,
Santa Clara Law Review (2019). This year, she
also published “Trump’s Extreme NDAs” in The
Atlantic.
Lobel’s forthcoming books include
Employment Law, 6th Ed. (with Mark Rothstein
et al.) (Thompson Reuters, 2019) and
Employment Law, Hornbook Series, 6th Ed.
(co-editor with Mark Rothstein, et al.) (West
Academic, 2019).
Her forthcoming articles include
“Knowledge Pays: Reversing Information Flows
and the Future of Pay Equity,” 120 Columbia
Law Review (forthcoming 2020); “The
Goldilocks Path of Legal Scholarship in a Digital
Networked World,” Loyola Law Review (forthcoming 2019); and “The Spinoff Advantage:
Human Capital Law and Entrepreneurship”
in Entrepreneurship and the Law (Brian
Broughman & Gordon Smith, eds.) (Cambridge
University Press ,2019).
Lobel spoke at Georgetown; UC Irvine;
Montana University Law School; the Federal
Bar Association; U.S. District Courthouse,
Seattle; University of Colorado; Santa Clara
University; the American Constitution Society;
and George Washington University.
Lobel presented “Covenants Not to
Compete and Human Capital Accumulation”
at the Yale Law School Center for Private
Law in April 2019. She was quoted in Forbes,
Businessweek, The New York Times, Wired,
Bloomberg and on NBC.

Ramsey published “Free Speech Challenges
to Trademark Law After Matal v. Tam,” 56
Houston Law Review 401 (2018) and “NonTraditional Trademarks and Inherently Valuable
Expression” in The Protection of Non-Traditional
Trademarks: Critical Perspectives (Irene Calboli
and Martin Senftleben, eds.) (Oxford University
Press, 2018).
Her forthcoming publications include
“Protectable Trademark Subject Matter in
Common Law Countries and the Problem with
Flexibility” in Handbook on International and
Comparative Trademark Law (Irene Calboli and
Jane Ginsburg, eds.) (Cambridge University
Press) and “Using Failure to Function Doctrine
to Protect Free Speech and Competition in
Trademark Law” in the online edition of the
Iowa Law Review.
Ramsey presented her book chapter
“Protectable Trademark Subject Matter in
Common Law Countries and the Problem
with Flexibility” at the Works-in-Progress
Intellectual Property Colloquium at the
University of Houston Law Center in February
2019, the International Intellectual Property
Scholars Roundtable at Florida State University
College of Law in March 2019, and the
38th Annual Congress of the International
Association for the Advancement of Teaching
and Research in Intellectual Property (ATRIP)
at Vanderbilt Law School in August 2019.
She gave the annual guest of honor lecture
on “Resolving Conflicts Between Trademark
Laws and Free Expression in the United States
and Europe” at the University of Strasbourg’s
Center for International Intellectual Property
Studies Summer School in July 2018. Ramsey
spoke at the Eleventh Trademark Scholars
Roundtable at Harvard Law School in April
2019. Ramsey was a featured speaker at the
“Trademark Office Comes to California” events
hosted by the Intellectual Property Law Section
of the California Lawyers Association in San
Francisco and Los Angeles in April 2019. In

GRACE GOODALE

Orly Lobel

Orly Lobel
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addition, she spoke on a panel on the topic of
“Understanding Consumer and Brand Owner
Reactions to Fan Works” at the International
Trademark Association Annual Meeting in
Boston in May 2019.

center’s Tenth Annual Hugh and Hazel
Darling Foundation Originalism Works-inProgress Conference in February 2019.

Michael Ramsey

Schwarzschild published “The Bureaucratic
Takeover of Criminal Sentencing” in 49 New
Mexico Law Review 93 (2019). His article
“Political Questions and Judicial Power
in the United States” has been posted on
the e-publica website in Europe, a leading
electronic journal of public law in Europe.
The article was originally presented at
academic conferences in Lisbon, Portugal,
and in London in summer 2018. He participated in and presented an article at the May
2019 conference on “The Trials of Liberal
Democracy” sponsored by the Institutes for
Law & Philosophy and Law & Religion at the
University of San Diego. His article, “Points
of Crisis or, Is It All Over?” will be published
in the San Diego Law Review. His remarks at
a roundtable on “LGBTQUIA Rights” and religious liberty were published in 41 Thomas
Jefferson Law Review 177 (2019). The roundtable, in February 2019, was in conjunction

Ramsey published “The Constitution’s Text
and Customary International Law,” 106
Georgetown Law Journal 1747 (2018).
Ramsey spoke at Yale Law School as part
of the Yale-Duke Foreign Affairs Law roundtable in September 2018. He also spoke at
Northwestern Law School on originalism in
constitutional interpretation in November
and (with Professor Pamela Karlan of
Stanford Law School) discussed the Supreme
Court’s 2018-19 term at the Council of Chief
Judges of the State Courts of Appeal Annual
Meeting in San Diego.

GRACE GOODALE

Michael Rappaport
Rappaport’s article “Replacing Administrative
Adjunction with Independent Administrative
Courts” will be published in a symposium
issue of the George Mason Law Review in
2019. Rappaport also published “Unifying
Original Intent and Original Public Meaning”
in the Northwestern Law Review (with John
McGinnis) (2019).
Rappaport presented “Unifying Original
Intent and Original Public Meaning” at
George Mason University’s Antonin Scalia
Law School in January 2019 and at the
Northwestern Law School Conference
“Originalism 3.0” in November 2018.
Rappaport spoke at the George Mason
University, Antonin Scalia Law School
conference on “Agency Adjudication and
the Rule of Law” in September 2018 and at
the University of Pennsylvania law school
conference “Administering the Constitution:
The History and Theory of Administrative
Constitutionalism” in October 2018.
Rappaport and the Center for the Study
of Constitutional Originalism hosted the

)

Maimon Schwarzschild

Shawn Miller

Shawn Miller Appointed Professor
in Residence

S

hawn Miller was appointed Professor in Residence and will be
teaching in the areas of civil procedure and corporations law
and technology. Prior to joining USD School of Law, Miller managed
Stanford’s Law, Science and Technology LLM program for international lawyers. He created the Stanford NPE Litigation Dataset,
which categorizes the owners of every patent litigated since 2000 as
practicing or as one of 11 types of nonpracticing entities. Miller was
an adjunct professor of law at USD in the spring of 2013 and 2014.
He earned his JD at Notre Dame and his PhD from George Mason
University.

USD SCHOOL OF L AW

|

37

(

FACULT Y FO OT NOT ES

Ted Sichelman
Sichelman published “Cycles of Obviousness”
in 105 Iowa Law Review (with Ryan Holte),
“Innovation Factors for Reasonable Royalties”
in 24 Texas Intellectual Property Law Journal
(2018) (symposium volume), and "Why Do
Startups Use Trade Secrets?" in 94 Notre
Dame Law Review (2018) (with David Levine).
Sichelman was named one of the 20 mostcited IP & Cybleraw Scholars in the U.S. from
2013-17 in the Leiter Law School Reports.
His forthcoming publications include
“The Case for Noncompetes” in 86 University
Julianne D'Angelo Fellmeth

CPIL’s D’Angelo Fellmeth Retires

J

ulianne D’Angelo Fellmeth, ’76 (BA), ’83 (JD), was involved with USD
School of Law for 32 years. She was the longtime administrative director
of the Center for Public Interest Law (CPIL) and has long been known as the
standard-bearer in public interest law in California. She started working as
a full-time supervising attorney at CPIL in 1986, and extended the walls of
her classroom to include the vast expanse of California’s web of regulatory
agencies and professional licensing boards. She has taught more than 1,000
students the intricacies of monitoring these mostly invisible agencies and
boards. Every year, her students fought alongside her as public interest advocates during meetings and hearings in which most of the time the public
was unrepresented. She edited CPIL’s California Regulatory Law Reporter and
appeared dozens of times before California’s legislature and licensing boards
to promote the public interest.
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of Chicago Law Review (with Jonathan Barnett)
(forthcoming 2019) and “Ranking the
Academic Reputation of 100 American Law
Schools” in 60 Jurimetrics (with Paul Heald)
(forthcoming 2019).
Sichelman presented his paper “The Cycle
of Obviousness” (with Holte) at the Intellectual
Property Scholars Conference at the University
of California, Berkeley, School of Law in August
2018. He also presented at the University of
Southern California and at the George Mason
University Antonin Scalia Law School. He
spoke on the topic “Did eBay v. MercExchange
Go Too Far?” at the Reforming Patent Reform
Conference at USC in February 2019 and on the
topic “Is FRAND Efficient?” at George Mason’s
Center for Protection of Intellectual Property
Fall 2018 Conference in October 2018.
Sichelman and USD School of Law hosted
the Ninth Annual Patent Law Conference in San
Diego in March 2019. The featured speaker
was U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Director
Andrei Iancu, with other speakers including Senior District Judge Marilyn L. Huff (S.D.
Cal.) and Judge Michael Tierney, Patent Trial
and Appeal Board,U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office; Sichelman presented his paper “Cycles
of Obviousness.”

Steven D. Smith
Smith published Pagans and Christians in the
City: Culture Wars from the Tiber to the Potomac
(Eerdmans, 2018). He also published “Equality,
Religion, and Nihilism” in Research Handbook
on Law and Religion (Edward Elgar, Rex Adhar,
eds.) (2019).
His article on the establishment clause
(“Symbols, Perceptions, and Doctrinal
Illusions: Establishment Neutrality and the ‘No
Endorsement’ Test”) was cited by Justice Alito
in the majority opinion in the recent Supreme
Court decision American Legion v. American
Humanists Association, June 20, 2019, pp.
14-15, note 15.
Smith’s 2018 book Pagans and Christians
in the City: Culture Wars from the Tiber to the

NICK ABADILLA

with Thomas Jefferson’s Ruth Bader Ginsburg
lecture by former EEOC Commissioner Chai
Feldblum, who participated in the discussion.
His article “Religious Exemption from
Civil Laws and Free Exercise of Religion in the
USA” will appear in a forthcoming book to be
published in the UK.
Schwarzschild is an active member of the
California State Advisory Committee (SAC)
to the United States Commission on Civil
Rights.
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Potomac was the subject of a symposium at St.
John’s University Law School in February 2019.

and Enterprise Liability” in 71 Hastings Law
Journal (2020).

Mila Sohoni

Mary Jo Wiggins

Sohoni published “King’s Domain,” 93 Notre
Dame Law Review 1419 (2018) and “The
Trump Administration and the Law of the
Lochner Era,” 107 Georgetown Law Journal
1323 (2019).
Sohoni’s article “The Lost History of the
‘Universal’ Injunction” will be published
in 2020 in Volume 133 of the Harvard Law
Review.
Sohoni was a visiting professor at
Harvard Law School in the fall of 2018,
where she taught civil procedure and a
reading group on health care reform. She
presented papers at Harvard Law School,
the University of Connecticut and Boston
College, and she moderated a panel discussion at the University of Pennsylvania in
October 2018.
She was a panelist at the UC Hastings
conference on “Congress’s Power of
the Purse in a Polarized Era” in March
2019 and a panelist at the University of
Colorado Boulder’s 27th Annual Rothgerber
Conference on Constitutional Law on
“National Injunctions: What Does the Future
Hold?” in April 2019.

Wiggins’ forthcoming publications include
“Access Anxiety,” 54 Real Property Trust and
Estate Law Journal (2019). Her paper analyzes the access form of ownership through
the lens of several theoretical and doctrinal
constructs in property and contract law.
Wiggins also recently revised and updated
five chapters in Collier on Bankruptcy, the
leading scholarly treatise on bankruptcy law.
Her chapters examine the professional and
ethical responsibilities of lawyers representing clients in consumer bankruptcy
proceedings.

Horacio Spector

GRACE GOODALE

Spector published “Legal Reasons and
Upgrading Reasons” in Unpacking
Normativity (Kenneth Himma, et al., eds.)
(Hart Publishing, 2018). He published “A
Pragmatic Reconstruction of Law’s Claim to
Authority”, 32/1 in the journal Ratio Juris,
March 2019.
He spoke at the conference “Ethics and
Uncertainty” organized by The Hebrew
University of Jerusalem in June 2018.

Edmund Ursin
Ursin’s forthcoming publications include
“Roger Traynor, the Legal Process School,

)

Steven Smith

New Scholarly Books by Faculty Members

O

ur highly ranked faculty members continue to produce influential and innovative scholarship, publishing in leading law
reviews and specialized journals. During the past year, four USD
School of Law professors have also published important books.
They are:
Larry Alexander, Reflections on Crime and Culpability: Problems and
Puzzles (with Kimberly Kessler Ferzan). The book is a sequel to the
author’s 2009 work, Crimes and Culpability: A Theory of Criminal Law.
Michael Devitt, Qualified Appraisals and Qualified Appraisers:
Expert Tax Valuation Witness Reports, Testimony, Procedure, Law, and
Perspective (with Lawrence A. Sannicandro).
Dov Fox, Birth Rights and Wrongs: How Medicine and Technology
Are Remaking Reproduction and the Law. In this book, Fox looks at
advances in reproductive technology and how they have resulted in
legal issues without clear remedies.
Steven Smith, Pagans and Christians in the City: Culture Wars from
the Tiber to the Potomac. Smith’s book takes its title from T.S. Eliot’s
proposition that a contest between Christianity and “modern paganism” would decide the West’s future.
USD SCHOOL OF L AW
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Professor Dallas Retires
After 30 years

P

rofessor Lynne Dallas, who retired this spring after three decades at
USD School of Law, has left a lasting stamp on the university, her
Lynne Dallas
students and the field of law.
An internationally recognized corporate
governance scholar, Dallas began her tenure
at USD School of Law in 1987 as a visiting
prolific scholar, Dallas has written a number of law review articles
professor. Previously, she spent many years
and book chapters. The following is a selection of her scholarship:
after graduating from Harvard Law School
practicing law at Sullivan & Cromwell in
“Is There Hope for Change? The Evolution of Conceptions of ‘Good’ Corporate
Governance,” 54 San Diego Law Review 491 (2017)
New York City. This practical experience
“Is There Hope for Change? The Evolution of Conceptions of ‘Good’ Corporate
informed her interdisciplinary scholarship,
Governance,” Harvard Law School Forum on Corporate Governance and
which had drawn on law, economics, sociFinancial Regulation, Sept. 19, 2017 (solicited)
ology, psychology and other disciplines.
“Behavioral Implications of the CEO-Employee Pay Ratio,” Harvard Law School
While at USD School of Law, she pubForum on Corporate Governance and Financial Regulation, April 19, 2017
lished books and papers on the emerging
“Long-Term Shareholders and Time-Phased Voting,” 40 Delaware Journal of
fields of progressive corporate law, and law
Corporate Law 541 (2016) (co-authored with Jordan Barry)
and socioeconomics. She was a speaker
“Short-Termism, the Financial Crisis, and Corporate Governance,” 37 Journal of
at many conferences and was an active
Corporation Law 265 (2012)
participant in the Women’s Corporate
“Doctrinal Divisions and Issues in Business Associations," Encyclopedia of Law
and Society: American and Global Perspectives (2006)
Law Professor Group. Among her accoLaw and Public Policy: A Socioeconomic Approach (Carolina Academic Press, 2005)
lades, Dallas received a 2016 mentorship
“Teaching Law and Socioeconomics,” 41 San Diego Law Review 11 (2004)
award from the Business Law Section of
the Association of American Law Schools,
“Corporate Ethics in the Health Care Marketplace,” 3 Seattle Journal for Social
Justice 213 (2004)
and a University Professorship and Herzog
“Law and Socioeconomics in Legal Education,” 55 Rutgers Law Review 855 (2003)
Awards from USD School of Law.
“A Preliminary Inquiry into the Responsibility of Corporations and Their Directors
“Lynne Dallas is an outstanding busiand Offices for Corporate Climate: The Psychology of Enron’s Demise,” 35
ness law [expert], renowned teacher and
Rutgers Law Journal 755 (2003)
beloved colleague. She will be sorely missed
“The Multiple Roles of Corporate Boards,” 40 San Diego Law Review 781 (2003)
by her students and colleagues,” said Dean
“Enron and Corporate Climates,” Enron: Corporate Fiascos and Their Legal
Stephen C. Ferruolo.
Implications (Nancy B. Rapoport & Bala G. Dharan eds. 2003)
Dallas is very grateful for the rewarding
“Developments in U.S. Boards of Directors and the Multiple Roles of Corporate
interactions she has had with faculty, staff
Boards,” Corporate Governance in Global Capital Markets (Janis Sarra ed.,
and students over the years.
British Columbia Press, 2002)

Scholarship by Dallas

A

40

|

FALL 2019

UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO

SCHOOL OF LAW
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Through experiential opportunities, rigorous coursework and hands-on
skills training, USD Law graduates are ready to contribute to your practice.
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class action

2018 Distinguished Alumni and Rising Star honorees, from left: Peter Z. Stockburger, ’09 (JD);
the Hon. Carolyn M. Caietti, ’83 (BA), ’86 (JD); Knut S. Johnson, ’86 (JD); Megan L. Donohue, ’09 (JD); Francis A. DiGiacco, ’09 (JD).

Class Action

’74

compiles

David S. Casey, Jr. named
Top 30 Plaintiff Lawyers
in California by the Daily
Journal and 2019 San Diego
Super Lawyers.

news about
alumni from
independent
submissions
and media
resources.
Submit your
news at law.
sandiego.edu/
keepintouch,
or email your
update and
photo (jpg or
tif format,
300 dpi) to
lawpub@
sandiego.edu.
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Hon. John Scully retired as
judge from the Lake County
Circuit Court.

’75
Robert S. Brewer, Jr. sworn
in as the U.S. Attorney for
the Southern District of
California by Chief U.S.
District Court Judge Larry
Burns, ‘79 (JD).

’77
Stephen Legomsky
received the Robert H.
Goddard Alumni Award for
Outstanding Professional
Achievement from Worcester
Polytechnic Institute.

Hon. Louisa S Porter
received Federal Magistrate
Judges Association’s
Founders Award.

’79
Hon. Larry A. Burns
named chief judge of the
U.S. District Court for the
Southern District Court of
California.

’81
Hon. Michael S. Berg named
2019 San Diego Super
Lawyer and Magistrate Judge
of the U.S. District Court for
the Southern District Court
of California.
Lilia Garcia, ’76 (BS),
inducted into the San Diego
County Women’s Hall of
Fame.

’82
Robert Eatinger joined
Dunlap Bennett & Ludwig’s
government and national
security practice department as a partner and
practice lead.
John Moot honored with the
Utility Consumers’ Action
Network Public Interest
Attorney Award. He was an
early student in CPIL’s work
and continues his public
interest work today. He
is a partner at Schwartz,
Semerdjian Cauley & Moot.

’84
Richard Carpenter named
2019 San Diego Super
Lawyer.
Mary F. Gillick named 2019
Women San Diego Super
Lawyer.

Brewer Named
United States
Attorney

’86
Knut S. Johnson named
2019 San Diego Super
Lawyer.
Jennifer A. Kearns named
San Diego Business Journal
Business Women of the Year
finalist.

’87
Theodore (Ted) Boutrous, Jr.
honored by the Hugh M.
Hefner Foundation at the
annual First Amendment
Awards in Washington, D.C.
Daniel M. Crowley appointed
as California Superior
Court judge for Los Angeles
County.

’88
Comm. Victor M. Torres,
‘84 (BA), installed as San
Diego Superior Court
commissioner.

’89
Karen P. Hewitt named 2019
Women San Diego Super
Lawyer.

‘91
Rhona Kisch joined Seward
& Kissel as partner.
Barry W. Ponticello granted
a writ of certiorari by the
U.S. Supreme Court on a
case regarding the availability of punitive damages

Robert S. Brewer, Jr., ’75 (JD)

in a maritime personal
injury cause of action on
unseaworthiness.
Hon. Christopher Whitten
elected as board officer to
the National Judicial College
Board of Trustees.

’94
Kristen E. Caverly named
2019 San Diego Super
Lawyer and 2019 Women
San Diego Super Lawyer.
Tim Earl named 2019 San
Diego Super Lawyer.
Denise M. Hickey promoted
to vice president, deputy
chief patent counsel, at
Celgene Corp.
Jonathan D. Montag named
2019 San Diego Super
Lawyer.
Scott Oliver joined
Greenberg Traurig as a
shareholder.
Michael Shepard named
2018 lawyer of the year
by Massachusetts Lawyers
Weekly.

Robert S. Brewer, Jr., ’75 (JD), was sworn in
February as the U.S. Attorney for the Southern
District of California by Chief U.S. District
Court Judge Larry Burns, ’79 (JD).

Brewer took the oath of office at the Westin Hotel
in San Diego before an audience of more than 500,
including his wife, retired U.S. District Judge Irma
Gonzales, the nation’s first Latina judge; lifelong
friends; members of the legal community; and judges
and staff from the court and the U.S. Attorney’s
Office. He becomes the chief federal law enforcement
officer responsible for prosecuting and defending the
interests of the United States in one of the busiest
judicial districts in the nation.
“It is one of my life’s great honors to serve as U.S.
Attorney for the Southern District of California,”
Brewer said. “I am committed to fairness, equality,
justice and above all the rule of law.”
Brewer succeeds Adam Braverman, who had served
as U.S. Attorney for the past 14 months. The full
Senate unanimously confirmed Brewer’s appointment
on January 2, 2019.
Brewer is the third USD alumni to hold the position. Alumna Karen P. Hewitt, ’89 (JD), served as U.S.
Attorney for the Southern District of California from
2007 to 2010. She is now a partner with Jones Day.
Peter Nunez, ’70 (JD), served as U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of California from 1982 to 1988.
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Rising Stars
ALUMNI HONORED FOR
ACHIEVEMENTS AND SERVICE
Megan L. Donohue, ’09 (JD); Francis “Frankie”
A. DiGiacco, ’09 (JD); and Peter Z. Stockburger,
’09 (JD), received the 2018 Rising Star Recent
Alumni Award. The award is given to alumni
who have graduated within the past ten
years and have had significant professional
achievements while also demonstrating a
high level of community involvement.

Since graduating from law school, Donohue has been
a litigation associate at Cooley, LLP representing
internet and technology clients. She also has a robust
pro bono practice that focuses on protecting the rights
of immigrant youth. She is president of the USD Law
Alumni Association Board of Directors and has served
as an adjunct professor, teaching moot court appellate
advocacy.
In 2014, DiGiacco accepted a position as an
Assistant U.S. Attorney to prosecute crimes on behalf
of the United States. He also volunteers as the head
coach for the USD Mock Trial team. Previously,
DiGiacco was an associate at Robbins Geller Rudman
& Dowd for five years.
Stockburger is a senior managing associate at
Dentons, where he counsels global clients on cybersecurity, privacy and employment law. He served as the
first “virtual fellow” with the U.S. Department of State,
where he provided legal counsel to the U.S. Embassy
in Mexico City. Stockburger also has an active pro
bono practice and was awarded the Wiley W. Manuel
Certificate for Pro Bono Legal Services from the State
Bar of California in 2015 and 2017. He has served as
an adjunct professor and a team advisor for the USD
Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court team
since 2009.
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’95

’98

Marie B. Kenny named
San Diego Business Journal
Business Women of the
Year finalist.

David W. Mitchell named
2019 San Diego Super
Lawyer.

Eugene A. Patrizio named
CEO of Memorial Medical
Center in Modesto,
California.
Hon. Peter M. Williams
appointed as California
Superior Court judge for
Yolo County.

’96
Jack R. Leer named 2019
San Diego Super Lawyer.
Dawn Saunders named
2019 Women San Diego
Super Lawyer.
Renee St. Clair granted a
writ of certiorari by the
U.S. Supreme Court on a
case regarding the availability of punitive damages
in a maritime personal
injury cause of action on
unseaworthiness.

’97
Alexis Gutierrez named one
of San Diego’s top attorneys
in 2019 by San Diego Metro
Magazine.
Noel B. Vales named
president of the Filipino
American Lawyers
Association of New York.

’99
A. Joseph Chandler joined
Sherman & Howard in
Phoenix as a member of the
real estate group.

’00
Allison H. Goddard
appointed as a magistrate
judge of the U.S. District
Court for the Southern
District of California.
Danielle Humphries, ’01
(LLM), named one of San
Diego’s top attorneys in
2019 by San Diego Metro
Magazine and a San Diego
Business Journal Business
Women of the Year finalist. Featured in the “power
women” issue of SD
Woman magazine.

’01
Jennifer M. McGibbons
named 2019 Women San
Diego Super Lawyer.
Teodora D. Purcell named
2019 Women San Diego
Super Lawyer.
Christina Riehl spoke
at USD’s Celebrating
Changemakers Brunch.

)
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Distinguished
Alumni Awards
Hon. Carolyn M. Caietti, ‘83 (BA), ‘86 (JD), and
Hon. Carolyn M. Caietti, ‘83
(BA), ‘86 (JD), with Dean
Stephen C. Ferruolo.

Knut S. Johnson, ‘86 (JD), with
Dean Stephen C. Ferruolo.

Knut S. Johnson, ’86 (JD), received the 2018
Distinguished Alumni Award, the law school’s
highest alumni honor. The award is given to
alumni who have excelled in their profes-

’02
Judy Bae recognized by the
San Diego County Superior
Court for Outstanding
Service to the Probate Court
and Probate Bar.
Ronson J. Shamoun, ‘98
(BA), ‘03 (LLM), named one
of San Diego’s top attorneys
in 2019 by San Diego Metro
magazine.

the Padres since November
2016. He previously held
various posts with the
Padres, after joining the
organization in 2010 as
senior vice president, general counsel. Greupner was
the 2018 Commencement
Speaker for the USD School
of Law.

’05

Hon. Rohanee A. Zapanta,
‘98 (BA), appointed as
California Superior Court
judge for San Diego County.

Hon. Jennifer H. Cops
appointed a California
Superior Court judge for Los
Angeles County.

’03

’07

Katherine Micks elected
as district attorney in Del
Norte County, California.

Rebekah Goshorn Jurata
appointed special assistant to the president for
financial policy at the
National Economic Council
in Washington, D.C.

’04
Bibianne Fell inducted into
the American Board of Trial
Advocates (ABOTA).
Erik Greupner named president of business operations
of the San Diego Padres.
Greupner had served as
chief operating officer of

’08
Carolina Bravo-Karimi
named a Top Lawyer Under
40 by the Hispanic National
Bar Association and
selected as president-elect

sion and embody the high ethical standards
and commitment to community service USD
School of Law seeks to instill in its graduates.

Judge Caietti was appointed to the San Diego Superior
Court in 2006, after a 19-year civil practice. In 2008,
she was assigned to juvenile court, becoming assistant
presiding judge in 2011 and presiding judge from 2013
to 2018. She now presides over a criminal trial department. She began the first human trafficking court in
San Diego for youth and initiated “Passport to Life, A
Career and Education Expo,” which provides probation
and at-risk youth opportunities to create future success.
She has served on the USD Law Alumni Association
Board of Directors since 2011 and is a member of the
Executive Committee.
Johnson is a certified specialist in criminal law in
federal trials, appeals and writs of habeas corpus. He
has been named to the top 10 attorneys in San Diego
by Super Lawyers and was named “Lawyer of the Year”
for San Diego White Collar Criminal Defense by Best
Lawyers in America. The U.S. Marine Corps awarded
him a Certificate of Commendation for volunteer
work. He is the only person to be honored twice with
the E. Stanley Conat Award for dedication to indigent
defense. He is a past president of the USD Law Alumni
Association Board of Directors.
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Alumnus Named
President
of Business
Operations for
the San Diego
Padres
The San Diego Padres
promoted Erik Greupner,
’04 (JD), to the role of
president of business
operations earlier this
year. Prior to his promotion, Greupner had
served as chief operating officer of the Padres
since November 2016, handling the day-to-day
management responsibility for the organization’s
business operations. He previously held various
posts with the Padres; Greupner originally came
to the organization as senior vice president, general counsel, in 2010.
Before joining the Padres, Greupner worked
with the international law firm of Gibson, Dunn
& Crutcher LLP. He earned his JD degree magna
cum laude from USD School of Law and holds a
bachelor of arts degree from Wheaton College. He
was the Commencement speaker for USD School
of Law in 2018.

of USD Law Alumni
Association Board of
Directors.
J.P. Harrington Bisceglia,
‘02 (BA), promoted to partner at Christian, Dichter &
Sluga PC in Phoenix.
Joy L. Homze joined
Klinedinst San Diego as
counsel.
Andrea N. Myers named
one of San Diego’s top
attorneys in 2019 by the
San Diego Metro magazine.

’09
Edwin Boniske promoted to
partner at Higgs Fletcher &
Mack LLP.
Megan L. Donohue named
president of USD Law
Alumni Association Board
of Directors.
Brad Grumbley joined the
U.S. District Court for the
District of Colorado as a pro
se law clerk.
Daniel J. Kanter joined
Fisher Phillips as of
counsel.
Amos Alexander Lowder
joined Larson O’Brien LLP
in Los Angeles as counsel,
specializing in white-collar
criminal defense and commercial litigation.
Kevan McLaughlin named
one of San Diego’s top
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attorneys in 2019 by the
San Diego Metro magazine.

’10
David M. Angeloff joined
Stalwart Law Group in Los
Angeles as a civil litigation
attorney.
Joan M. Flaherty named
a finalist for San Diego
Business Journal’s Business
Women of the Year.
Ashley Halberda promoted
to partner at Carothers
Disante & Freudenberger
LLP.
Christopher B. Hayes
promoted to senior
policy counsel for the
Institutional Limited
Partners Association in
Washington, D.C.

’11
Heather M. Claus joined
Wilke Fleury Hoffel Gould &
Birney LLP in Sacramento
as of counsel, specializing
in health care law.
Ashley Kerins, ’13 (LLM),
named a 2019 San Diego
Rising Star for the third
time in the areas of Tax,
Real Estate, and Business/
Corporate.
Michael J. Silhasek joined
Discount Tire in Scottsdale,
Arizona, as corporate
counsel.

Gavel Passed to
Burns ’79

’13
Ian R. Friedman promoted
to partner at Wingert
Grebing Brubaker & Juskie
LLP.
Joshua W. Praw joined
Murchison & Cumming
LLP in Los Angeles as
an associate practicing
in commercial general
liability, products liability,
construction defect and
toxic tort.
Morgan P. Suder joined the
civil division of the U.S.
Attorney’s Office, Southern
District of California.

’14
David Greco joined RMO
LLP as an associate.
George A. Hypolite joined
Flatiron Construction Corp.
in Broomfield, Colorado, as
corporate counsel.
Brian L. Taylor joined Life
Point Law in Seattle as an
attorney specializing in
elder law.

GRACE GOODALE

’15
Matthew L. Abbot
appointed 2018-2019
commanding officer of
Fleet Logistics Support
Squadron 51 (VR-51) in
Kaneohe, Hawaii.

Judge Larry A. Burns, ’79 (JD), was named
Judge Larry A. Burns, ‘79 (JD)

Kelly C. Smith relocated
to Snell & Wilmer LLP’s
Denver office.
Anne Wenger named one of
San Diego’s top attorneys
in 2019 by the San Diego
Metro magazine.

’16
Jessica Lujan joined Higgs
Fletcher & Mack as an
associate in the firm’s
business litigation and tort
practice groups.
Daniel S. Smith joined
Klinedinst PC as a new
attorney. His practice
focuses on employment
litigation.

’18
Marie F. Shimada joined
Edmonds Community
College in Seattle as a major
gifts officer and named
president of Seattle Law
Alumni Chapter.

’19

chief judge of the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of California at the Passing
of the Gavel ceremony on January 22. He
succeeded Chief Judge Barry Ted Moskowitz,
who held the role since January 2012. It is the
tradition of the Southern District to pass the
gavel on January 22, as Chief Judge Howard B.
Turrentine stepped down that day on his 70th
birthday in 1984.

“The Passing of the Gavel ceremony is an excellent
opportunity for the federal legal community to come
together and celebrate a milestone in our Southern
District. It’s especially exciting to see a new chief judge
who received his JD degree from USD, which the
district hasn’t seen since Judge Keep, who passed the
gavel 14 years ago,” said Joseph S. Leventhal, managing
partner for the San Diego office of Dinsmôre.
Burns was first appointed to the Southern District
as a U.S. Magistrate Judge in 1997. He was nominated
to the District Court by President George W. Bush and
confirmed in 2003. Before joining the federal bench,
Judge Burns served as a deputy district attorney for
the County of San Diego from 1979 to 1985 and as an
Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of
California from 1985 to 1997. Burns is a fellow of the
American College of Trial Lawyers and a judge-advocate of the American Board of Trial Advocates. Burns
co-authored the Ninth Circuit Criminal Handbook,
now in its ninth edition.

Kayla Watson featured in
an NBC Investigates story
about online reviews for
the medical profession.
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CLASS ACTION

New Jurists
Michael S. Berg, ’81 (JD); Allison Goddard, ’00 (JD); Jennifer Cops, ’05 (JD); Rohanee A. Zapanta, ’98 (BA), ’02
(JD); Daniel Crowley, ’87 (JD); Peter Williams, ’95 (JD); and Emily Benjamini, ’92 (JD), named to judgeships.

Michael S. Berg, ’81 (JD), pictured
at left, was named Magistrate
Judge of the U.S. District Court for
the Southern District of California.
Previously, Judge Berg was a criminal defense attorney for 36 years.
Allison Goddard, ’00 (JD), was
appointed Magistrate Judge of the
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California.
She joined Cooley LLP following law school and later joined
Patterson Law Group. She is best known for her work representing employees and consumers in class actions, as well as
patentholders in intellectual property disputes. She has been
active in the legal community, including serving as president
of the Federal Bar Association’s San Diego chapter in 2009.
Jennifer H. Cops, ’05 (JD), was appointed to the Los
Angeles County Superior Court and previously served as a
deputy district attorney at the Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office. She was an associate at Lawrence, Beach,
Allen and Choi.
Rohanee A. Zapanta, ’98 (BA), ’02 (JD), was appointed to
the San Diego County Superior Court. Zapanta has served
as a deputy public defender at the San Diego County Public
Defender’s Office since 2005. She was an associate at the
Law Offices of Bay Bulaon in 2005 and at the Price Law
Group from 2003 to 2004. Zapanta was a law clerk at the
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Law Offices of Robert L. Swain and at the San Diego County
Public Defender’s Office in 2002.
Daniel M. Crowley, ’87 (JD), was appointed to the Los
Angeles County Superior Court. Judge Crowley was a partner at Booth, Mitchel and Strange LLP, a litigation firm with
offices throughout Southern California, since 1992; he was
an associate from 1987 to 1992.
Peter M. Williams, ’95 (JD), was appointed to the Yolo
County Superior Court. Since 2016, Judge Williams has
served as deputy secretary, general counsel at the California
Business, Consumer Services and Housing Agency. Judge
Williams served in several positions at the California
Department of Justice, Office of the Attorney General from
2001 to 2015, where he was supervisor of the Fraud and
Special Prosecutions Unit and was a cross-designated
special federal prosecutor with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in
both the Eastern and Central Districts of California.
Emily A. Benjamini, ’92 (JD), was appointed to the
Riverside County Superior Court. Benjamini has been a sole
practitioner since 2014. She was an attorney at Benjamini
and Benjamini from 2005 to 2014 and at the Law Offices
of Jenny L. Doling in 2005. Benjamini served as a deputy
public defender at the Law Offices of the Riverside County
Public Defender from 1996 to 2004 and was an associate
at Slovak and Baron from 1994 to 1996 and at Lincoln,
Gustafson and Cercos from 1992 to 1994.

in memoriam

Alumni
’64

away on July 23, 2019. He did

was a partner in several firms.

Mario A. David, 86, passed

not survive complications

He also was an actor, appearing

away on October 10, 2018.

arising from a spinal injury

in musicals, commercials and

He served as a captain in the

sustained boogie boarding. He

TV roles.

U.S. Navy for 23 years and

retired in 2001 from the San

was in the JAG Corps. After

Diego Superior Court. He then

’75

retiring from the Navy, he

had a mediation and arbitra-

Richard L. Weddleton, 84,

worked at Chevron in the legal

tion practice and later joined

passed away on November

department for 18 years. His

Judicate West and was instru-

15, 2018, from a stroke and

childhood years were spent

mental in opening the San

pneumonia. He was an engi-

traveling with the family acting

Diego office.

neer with Hewlett-Packard for

troupe. He is survived by his

over 30 years. In addition, he

children and grandchildren.

’70

was an award-winning historic

Donald R. Worley, 81, passed

transportation artist with

Albert A. Koch, 79, passed away

away on February 7, 2019, after

paintings in museums and

on October 7, 2018.

a long battle with prostate can-

galleries. He is survived by his

cer. He was a U.S. Navy officer.

wife, Tomi, his three children

He graduated from USD School

and grandchildren.

’67
Judge David B. Moon passed

of Law magna cum laude and

In Memory of Gerald L. McMahon, ’64 (JD)
Gerald L. McMahon, 83, passed away on December 24, 2018. He attended
the University of Southern California, where he met his wife of 62 years,
Donna. While at USC he served as the student body president and earned
the Order of the Palm as the most outstanding senior in his class. He was
a naval aviator aboard the USS Hornet. In 1959, he accepted a position as
the chief of contracts for General Dynamics Corp.’s Centaur Space Vehicle
Program. He received his law degree from USD, where he was notes editor of the San Diego
Law Review and graduated summa cum laude. He was a member of the Order of the Coif.
He practiced law at Seltzer, Caplan, McMahon and Vitek for 54 years. McMahon received
the Arthur R. Hughes Career Achievement Award from USD School of Law in 2010 and the
Distinguished Alumni Award in 1976 and 1980. He served on the USD School of Law Board
of Visitors from 1983 to 2013 and was an emeritus member from 2013 to 2018.
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IN MEMORIAM

Remembering Craig D. Higgs ’69 (JD)
Craig D. Higgs passed away on February 6, 2019, at the age of 75; he was the longest-serving partner at the firm
of Higgs Fletcher & Mack.
Higgs attended the University of Redlands and USD School of Law. He worked for the City
Attorney’s Office before joining HFM in 1972, where he practiced defense work, represented
plaintiffs and started a mediation practice.
Over the course of his career, Higgs served as president of the San Diego County Bar
Association and chair of the California Commission on Judicial Nominees Evaluation, was
inducted into the American Board of Trial Advocates, and was selected as a fellow of the
International Academy of Mediators. He earned honors from Best Lawyers in America, Super Lawyers and the
San Diego County Bar Association. Additionally, Higgs received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from USD
School of Law and served on its Board of Visitors.

Honoring Adjunct Professor
Judge David Laro
The Honorable David Laro, senior judge of the U.S.
Tax Court, passed away on September 21, 2018, at
the age of 76. He was an adjunct law professor for
more than 20 years and involved with tax clinics at
USD School of Law.
Judge Laro graduated from the University of
Michigan in 1964, before obtaining a JD from
University of Illinois Law School in 1967, as well as an LLM from New
York University Law School in 1970.
In honor of his life and contributions to USD, Judge Laro’s colleagues
established a scholarship in his honor, the Judge David Laro Tax
Scholarship Fund. The scholarship will provide assistance to a graduate
law student studying for his or her LLM. Judge Laro’s family has asked
that memorial donations, in lieu of flowers, be made to the fund.

’77
Charles J. Jamison, 75, passed
away on February 14, 2019. He is
survived by his wife, Mary (Ansel)
Jamison; his children Charles Jr.,
Patrick and Mary Jeannine Jamison;
and many grandchildren.

’79
James G. Liberman passed away on
June 9, 2019. He is survived by his
wife, Dorian.

’80
Judith C. Hamilton, 82, passed
away on December 27, 2018. She
was a registered nurse and had
a master’s in nursing in addition
to her JD. She is survived by her
husband, Gordon L. Hamilton; children John Busch, Gretchen Busch
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A Tribute to Michael
T. Thorsnes ’68 (JD)
Matheson, Chris Busch, Karen

Melanie and Thurston William

Busch Mitchell and Michael

Kohler.

Busch; and stepchildren,
16 grandchildren and two

’87

great-grandchildren.

Laurel E. Babero, 62, passed

Kevin J. Hoffmann, 64,
passed away on February
21, 2019. He fought a courageous battle against a rare
form of melanoma. He began
his professional career at
NERCO in Portland and held
numerous positions with the
company in Fairbanks, Alaska,
and Vancouver, Washington.
He also worked at Electric

away on November 19, 2018.
She was appointed as a U.S.
bankruptcy judge in Nevada in
2013. Before taking the bench
she practiced for 26 years in
Arizona and Nevada. She was
named as one of the country’s
top 250 women in litigation in
2013 by Benchmark Litigation.
She is survived by her husband,
Andras Babero.

Lightwave, Xerox and Kapstone

’88

Paper. He is survived by his

George M. Means, 55, passed

husband, Michael Macnab.

away of colon cancer on

’81
Jube John Najarian, 62, passed
away on October 6, 2018. He
practiced law for 38 years,
many of them at the partnership Jacobson, Hansen,
Najarian and McQuillian and
more recently at Jube Najarian

September 24, 2018. He spent
his legal career at Sidley Austin
LLP, where he had been a partner since 1996. He is survived
by his wife, Terisa Claypool
Means, and children Lindsay
Means, Abby Krogh and Sophie
Means.

APC. He is survived by his

’93

wife, Mary Catherine (Sullivan)

Bryan William Butler, 69,

Najarian, and his children.

passed away on October 1,

’86
Thurston R. Kohler, 57, passed
away on March 24, 2019.
He is survived by his wife,
Kristy Bergslien, and children

2018. He was a technology
innovator and held positions
with Hewlett-Packard, 3Com,
IBM, and the Pennie and

Michael T. Thorsnes passed away after a
long battle with Parkinson’s disease on
May 29.
Thorsnes served on the USD Board of
Trustees from 1996 to 2009 and the Board
of Visitors from 1996 to 2019. He funded
annual awards to support trial advocacy
for students and excellence in teaching
and outstanding legal scholarship for faculty; he also developed
and supported the USD
VICAM program.
His career as an
attorney spanned over
three decades, during which he never lost a single jury
trial and only one court trial. Thorsnes
received numerous awards and honors. He was twice named one of the
Outstanding Trial Lawyers from the San
Diego Consumer Attorneys’ Association,
elected to its Past Presidents Trial
Lawyer Hall of Fame, and recognized
as one of the 100 Most Influential
Lawyers in California by the Los Angeles
and San Francisco Daily Journal. He
was elected one of the Best Lawyers
in America in Business Litigation by
his peers since 1990 and received the
Daniel T. Broderick Award for Integrity,
Professionalism and Ethics; USD’s
Author C. Hughes Career Achievement
Award; and a Distinguished Alumni
Award Honoree designation from USD
School of Law.

Edmonds law firm. He also
taught at Lincoln Law School
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The Enduring
Legacy of Professor
Jorge Vargas
Professor Jorge Vargas passed away on
May 5, 2019. Vargas was an esteemed
lawyer, diplomat and professor of law.
Vargas received his law degree from
the National Autonomous University of
Mexico in 1962 and earned his LLM in
international law from Yale in 1971. In
1967, he was granted a
fellowship to the United
Nations and was also a
fellow at the Woodrow
Wilson International
Center for Scholars.
Vargas practiced law in Mexico
City; worked as a Mexican government
official; and served as a legal advisor for
the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs, the
Fishing Department, and the National
Council on Science and Technology.
He also traveled the world with thenPresident of Mexico Luis Echeverria as
a personal advisor. Additionally, Vargas
was a member of the United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea and
a pioneer in the movement to protect
gray whales.
In 1983, he started what would
become a 33-year career at USD School
of Law, where he specialized in Mexican
law, law of the sea and international
environmental law. Vargas taught and
wrote prolifically on Mexican law, resulting in 35 books and 73 articles.
52

|

FALL 2019

in San Jose. He is survived by

’04

his wife, Robin Sacolick, and his

Nathan Janos Jones, 40, passed

sons Will and Jerry Butler.

away on December 10, 2018.

’94
Mark A. Brencick, 56, passed
away on April 1, 2019. He

He is survived by his son, Oliver;
his brother, Nicholas; and his
parents, Paul and Sharon Jones.

served as a U.S. Navy officer and

’05

owned his own civil engineering

William M. Loughran, 45,

firm since 1997. He was an avid

passed away on September

sailor and world traveler. He is

4, 2018, from a stroke. He is

survived by his wife, Rebecca

survived by his parents, William

Ferguson, and his children

and Marie.

Cheyenne and Tanner Brenick.
Christopher John Hayes, 58,
passed away on October 4,
2018.

‘99

’12
Tatum Rose Cox, 31, passed
away on October 1, 2018. She
is survived by her husband,
Bryan Cox.

Michael R. Madia II, 48, passed
away on March 8, 2019.

Faculty and Friends
Michael W. Reed passed away on July 9, 2019, from complications of Alzheimer’s disease. Following his retirement from
the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., he taught
public lands and environmental law and supervised students in
the Energy Policy Initiatives Center as an adjunct professor. He
was a visiting professor at USD in 1987-88 while on leave from
the Department of Justice. Reed was beloved by his students
and colleagues alike.

calendar
View the alumni calendar
for a complete listing of
events:
law.sandiego.edu/
alumni-events

OCTOBER 2019

DECEMBER 2019

MARCH 2020

October 11
Milestone Reunions: 1979, 1989,
2014
October 12
Milestone Reunions: 1999, 2009
October 22
Sacramento Alumni Chapter Kick-Off
Reception
October 23
San Francisco Alumni Reception
October 24
Law Firm Challenge Reception

December 3
Phoenix Alumni Holiday Meet Up
December 4
Orange County Alumni Holiday Party
December 14
USD Alumni Mass

March 18
Bergman Lecture & Reception:
100th Anniversary of Women’s Right
to Vote
March 26
San Diego Alumni Reception
March 31
Big Give Bash

NOVEMBER 2019
November 4
New York Alumni Happy Hour
November 6
Careers in the Law
November 15
Distinguished Alumni Awards
Luncheon

Class Action
Forum

JANUARY 2020
January 3
Washington, D.C. Alumni Reception
January 21-23
Mock Interviews
January 23
Denver Happy Hour
January 29-30
Human Trafficking Changemaking
Collaboration
FEBRUARY 2020
February 5
Judicial Reception

APRIL 2020
April 1-2
Big Give
MAY 2020
May 5
Los Angeles Alumni Reception
May 6
Orange County Alumni Reception
May 6
Riverside Alumni Luncheon
May 16
Commencement

Western Alliance Bank presents the “Class Action Forum,” March 4-5, 2020, at USD
School of Law, featuring the expertise of event co-chairs David S. Casey, Jr., ’74 (JD);
Ted Boutros, ’87 (JD); and Joshua Jessen, ’02 (JD). The conference will provide
practical insights, updates and best practices for class action attorneys. For details,
visit litigationconferences.com/class-action-law-forum-2020.
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CONNECTING ALUMNI

Spotlighting members of the
USD School of Law community
at reunions, receptions and
other special events

SAN DIEGO ALUMNI RECEPTION
Danna Cannavino, ’07 (JD); Scott Smerud, ’99 (JD);
and Danielle Stroud.

LOS ANGELES ALUMNI
RECEPTION
Emily Little, ’14 (JD); Katherine
Orletsky, ’14 (JD); Amanda
Kowal, ’14 (JD); and Katherine
Motsinger, ’15 (BA), ’18 (JD).

LAW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION COMMITTEE
Co-chairs Comm. Victor Torres, ’84 (BA), ’88 (JD), and
Hon. Ana Espana, ’79 (BA), '82 (JD); member Nicholas Fox,

ORANGE COUNTY ALUMNI HOLIDAY PARTY
Chapter board members: Eve Brackmann, ’04 (JD);
Matthew Buttacavoli, ’99 (JD); Jonathan Gerber, ’07 (JD)
(not pictured); Erin Giglia, ’01 (JD); Avery Harrison, ’11
(JD); Bridget Harrison, ’10 (JD); Edson McClellan, ’98 (JD);

INCOMING STUDENTS DIVERSITY
RECEPTION AT HIGGS FLETCHER & MACK
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Vic Merjanian, ’10 (JD); Charles Meyer, ’03 (BA), ‘07 (JD);
Kyle Rowen, ’00 (BA), ’04 (JD); Laurie Rowen, ’04 (JD);
Kate Santon, ’09 (JD); Dean Short, ’03 (JD) (not pic-

Sara Pike, ’19 (JD); Susan Hack, ’89 (JD); and

tured); Jeffrey Singletary, ’04 (JD) (not pictured); Lauren

Virginia Nelson, ’79 (JD).

Stockunas, ’17 (JD); and Derek Weisbender, ’08 (JD).
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C L O C K W I S E F R O M B O T T O M L E F T: G R A C E G O O D A L E (4) ; D A N S H A L A B Y

’11 (JD).

2018 MILESTONE REUNIONS
Members of the following classes celebrated

3

the big occasion with friends, family and
members of the USD School of Law
community.
1. The Class of ’68 50-year
2. The Class of ’78 40-year
3. The Class of ’88 30-year
4. The Class of ’98 20-year
5. The Class of ’08 10-year
6. The Class of ’13 5-year
4
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HOTEL DISCOUNTS/EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11
5-Year | Class of 2014
30-Year | Class of 1989
40-Year | Class of 1979
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
10-Year | Class of 2009
20-Year | Class of 1999

bartellhotels.com/usd

Friday, November 15, 2019
Holiday Inn, San Diego Bayside
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Platinum Sponsor
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